Adath Israel Tradition
Serving the Adath Israel Chavurah since 1904
Newtown, Monroe, Bethel, Brookfield, Southbury, Trumbull, Oxford, Danbury
(The Little Synagogue that Could: First building: 1919, First rabbi: 1923)
Ritual: Conservative Social: Progressive Oneg Shabbats: Priceless

November
2017

12 Cheshvan - 12 Kislev
5778

This Weekend

The EDWARDS TWINS
Celebrities on Stage

The Edward Twins will be heading to Masuk
High School in Monroe, CT on November 4 for
this “must see” show to benefit our synagogue!
USA Today calls their act, “The most stunning
range of impersonations you will ever see” and
People magazine says the twins are ”Dynamite
Entertainers”.
You don’t want to miss this amazing show!

Get your tickets NOW!
See page 3 & 4 for details & ticket information.
https://www.facebook.com/
congadathisraelnewtown
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From the Rabbi’s Study
Wearing the Tallit (prayer shawl)
Our official synagogue policy is that anyone participating in a ritual activity on the Bema (altar)
should put on a tallit. This rule is supposed to apply equally to men and women, in accordance with our egalitarian approach to participation. So, when a woman is called to the Torah
she should follow the same rules as a man, i.e. wear a head covering and a tallit.
That's what logic would dictate. However, we also concern ourselves with each individual's
feelings about what they are doing and how they relate to their religious observances.
There is also a difference in Jewish religious law (known in Hebrew as Halakhah) between actual rules and local customs. Historically, until recent times, men and women did not participate equally in synagogue observances, so there are no Halakhic rules governing these practices.
We should consider it appropriate to consider the feelings of each individual participating in our religious services
and make adjustments accordingly.
~ Rabbi Barukh Schectman

President’s Message
Dear Congregants,
This past month I, along with Katherine Kohrman, Ritual Chairman, David Smith, Education Director and Susan Rubin, Executive Administrator, attended the USCJ workshop in Middletown, CT.
The program, facilitated by our kahila representative Howard Goldberg, gave us the opportunity to meet representatives from other congregations. Many congregations were of an enrollment that approximated ours.
We discussed several items, but it all centered around maintaining and growing membership by engaging all. It was
emphasized that we concentrate a good portion of our efforts by engaging our new members in programs and ritual that will be meaningful to them while keeping the traditions and values of a Conservative synagogue.
We have given thought to a new mission statement that will be definitive and attainable. The students of The Nezvesky Hebrew School will also benefit as we move forward in defining our mission for all of our members. We will
certainly keep the membership informed and seek input as we develop the
programs with the interests of all members in mind.
Simchat Torah was well received with many of our students participating in
this most joyous occasion. Hats off to all the Torah readers and others who
joined Rabbi Schectman on the bema.
Please remember that the Edwards Twins will be entertaining us this coming
Saturday with a powerful show, bringing Cher, Streisand, Midler and others
to delight us with some our favorite songs. Florence and I look forward to
greeting you there.

ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE NEWSLETTER
Business card size:
$10 monthly / $90 yearly.

1/4 page: $15 mo. / $135 yr.
1/2 page: $25 mo. / $225 yr.

With Blessings of Shalom,
Bob and Florence Rubinstein

Full page: $45 mo. / $405 yr.
Email:
newsletter@congadathisrael.org
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Adath Israel Brings “The Edwards Twins” to Area
Master Impersonators Present “Celebrities on Stage”
Congregation Adath Israel of Newtown is delighted to host “The Edwards Twins,” master celebrity impersonators on Saturday, November 4th at 7:00pm at Masuk High School in Monroe, CT. In addition to bringing you an evening with a wide array of your favorite stars, courtesy of The Edwards Twins, the event will
also feature a silent auction and bake sale. The silent auction will showcase leading area restaurants, popular sporting events and golfing opportunities.
Their act has received rave reviews from major media outlets. ET exclaims, “The Edwards Twins Are
Amazing! This is a must-see show!” while USA Today calls their act, “The most stunning range of impersonations you will ever see.” People magazine says the twins are ”Dynamite Entertainers” and the Los
Angeles Times refers to Eddie and Anthony as being “Undeniably Gifted.”
Eddie Edwards and his identical twin Anthony were born in 1965 and raised in Burbank, California. Both
boys expressed intense interest in celebrities at a young age. Living near the NBC studios in Burbank, the
boys would sneak in and watch TV shows being taped. When they arrived home, they would play together pretending to be the stars and memorizing the skits from “The Sonny and Cher Show,” “The Carol Burnett Show” and “Laugh In.”
Eddie was seen one Halloween dressed up as a woman at the famous night club “La Cage aux Follies” and
was asked by employees if he ever considered impersonating Barbra Streisand.
That comment led to him studying makeup application and learning how to create the illusion of turning
an “ordinary man into a spectacular world famous female.”
Eddie eventually got a break and was hired by La Cage aux Follies after auditioning 16 times. He traveled
around the world with the group impersonating Barbra Streisand and Bette Midler.
Eddie’s next stop was performing on the Las Vegas Strip in the famous show “Evening at La Cage” where
he met and acted for Cher and Bette Midler at Caesars Palace. While performing on Carol Burnett’s TV
show, she suggested to Eddie that he work with his brother Anthony and do a show together. They
teamed-up and started to perform their own spectacular “Celebrities on Stage.”
While studying at the California Institute of the Arts, Anthony focused on singing and playing the piano.
After ten years of performing all over the world, “The Edwards Twins” and their show “Celebrities on
Stage” have become one of the most captivating acts in show business.
On stage, Anthony mesmerizes audiences by transforming himself into more than 75 characters including
Neil Diamond, Billy Joel, Elton John, Rod Stewart, Tom Jones, Stevie Wonder and Ray Charles. While on
stage, the Edwards Twins move, sing and perform like the actual stars making it difficult for audiences to
distinguish them from the actors they are portraying.
To learn more about the Edwards Twins visit www.theedwardstwins.com.
See next page for ticket information. The concert is a non-profit event. Proceeds will be used to support
the future of Congregation Adath Israel and its community programs, education and outreach to the
greater Newtown area.
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From The Ritual Committee
READ HEBREW AMERICA
We have just begun a Hebrew Literacy class on Tuesday evenings.
It’s not too late to join in and
learn to read Hebrew. We are participating in “Read Hebrew America,” a program offered by the National Jewish Outreach Program
(NJOP). As one of hundreds of locations across North America,
Adath Israel is offering adults the
opportunity to learn to read Hebrew through eight free classes.
This class is available to members
and non-members.
Contact Katherine Kohrman at
ritual@congadathisrael.org if you
would like to join this class.

SIMCHAT TORAH
We had a blast on Simchat Torah again this year. The festive service drew a large crowd in our Sanctuary. Most everyone had a chance to carry and dance with a Torah--around and around the Sanctuary. Children paraded and collected sweets. There was music and we danced in the aisles. Then we
listened as 18 different congregants, and children of congregants, chanted a verse or more of Torah.
We heard the very end of Deuteronomy as Moses dies and is buried and then we listened to the story
of creation in Genesis. This completed the reading of the Torah scroll and then immediately started
it over again in its never-ending cycle. In a very special Kol Ha Ne’arim, all of the young children
were called up for an Aliyah during the Torah reading. They stood under a Chuppah as they blessed
the Torah, and then, the children themselves, were blessed by our Rabbi. Our Torah readers this
year included: Katherine Kohrman, Mark Silverman, Lori & Sophie Brault, Jodi & Rebecca Markowsky, David & Lynn Wiener, Rebecca Goldman, Bonnie Goldstein, Steve & Nancy Bamberg, Susan Morse, Rhonda Greifinger, Susan Littlefield, Bill Hillman, Matthew Krichmar,
Florence Rubinstein and Rabbi Schectman. A special thanks
goes to Emily Wiener for being our DJ and to the Second &
Third Grade Religious School families for providing a
spread of pastries and fruit after the service. Next year you
too can be a Torah reader. All it takes is a love of Torah.
No prior experience necessary.
Contact ritual@congadathisrael.org.
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Simchat Torah
October 12
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Shop at
and Amazon will make a donation to:

Congregation Adath Israel
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.
Support Congregation Adath Israel by starting your
shopping at: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965

JUST FOR THE RECORD
Lesser Known Jewish Recording Artists
~ Contributed by Charles Berger
When people think of Jewish comedians of the early 1950's, what comes to mind would be, for example, Milton Berle, Red Buttons, and George Burns. The name of Harvey Stone is not one of them. However, he did appear on many TV shows during that time and the circumstances about his death are quite bizarre indeed.
There is not that much public information about him, but this is what is generally known.
Harvey was born on August 28, 1911. His start in comedy came in Detroit MI when he performed for seven
years at a cabaret "The Bowery". His routine featured comments on his occupation as an unsuccessful shoe
clerk. He was drafted in the U.S. Army in 1943 and entertained troops at the Brooklyn NY Port of Embarkation commenting on his life in the Army.
After he was discharged in 1945, most of his public appearances were on TV including The Ed Sullivan Show
(1949-1957), The Tonight Show (1962) and The Joey Bishop Show (1968-1969). He also did theater work
although they were usually off-Broadway, such as Guys And Dolls in 1959 at Central Park's Theater-In-ThePark and The Odd Couple and The Midnite Ride Of Alvin Blum, both at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn NJ.
Harvey's recording career consisted of at least three singles - MGM 10470 "G.I. Lament Parts 1 & 2" in 1948,
MGM 11051 "Here We Go Again"/Bills, Bills, Bills" in 1951 and "Army Blues"/"Lois" on Coral 61329 in late
1954. They were mostly about his Army life, of course, although "Lois" is about his wife where he complains
about her but eventually "sings" that he really loves her. Featured is "Here We Go Again" where he's going back to the Army.
In the 1970's Harvey performed on cruise ships. However, in
1974 while performing aboard ship he suffered a heart attack
and died on March 4th. According to his friend. comedian Jack
Carter, Harvey's wife actress Lois Lee (mentioned previously)
was asked whether or not the body should be held until the ship
docked or if the body should be flown back to New York. Lois
supposedly told the authorities to throw him overboard, claiming that "he always told her he wanted to be buried at sea”!
Bridgetown, Barbados, West Indies is shown as the location of
his death.
PLEASE NOTE - Although his religion has not been verified, I do
believe that based upon his style (as seen by me on TV shows)
and appearance that he was indeed Jewish.
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THE NEZVESKY SCHOOL

October began with the end of the High Holidays where we welcomed in Sukkot with Pizza in the Hut
and celebrated the giving of the Torah on Simchat Torah. It was exciting to see so many children in
the parade with the Torah, dancing and celebrating on October 12.
The Religious School is looking forward to a number of exciting activities as Autumn settles
in. First, we want to welcome our fourth graders formally to the upper school on Friday November
10. This is also a day to honor the Veterans in our midst so the Upper School cordially invites all our
veterans to a pot luck dinner that evening starting at 6:00 PM. After the dinner, we will include a
recognition of our veterans and a welcome to the fourth graders in the Kabbalat Shabbat Service. We want to welcome everyone to celebrate with us.
We are also looking forward to Chanukah
which will arrive mid December. We are continuing our tradition of a Chanukiyah contest
and we are also looking forward to sharing
Chanukah music and songs with all the religious school families. We have changed the
schedule so that our Chanukah program will
take place on December 17, the last day
of Sunday School in 2017 and the fifth day
of Chanukah. Please plan on joining your children on this special occasion.
Don't forget, we have Shabbat Before Bedtime on November 3 and December 1 so the
younger children can learn about Shabbat at
a convenient time. We also invite any preschool age children (whether or not their
parents are members) to our pre-school
playgroup on Sunday, November 12 and Sunday, December 10. Invite your friends!
Your Education Chair,
David Smith
educationchair@congadathisrael.org
203-770-1685

Free Jewish themed books and
music CD’s for children ages 6
months through 8 years.
Sign up at:
PJLibrary@jfed.net
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Rabbi Schectman teaches students how to hold and shake the lulav and etrog for Sukkot

On Sunday morning, October 1, we had a beautiful sunny day to build the sukkah. Thank you to everyone who helped and
thanks to the men’s club for providing coffee and bagels for all the volunteers. At the end of Sunday school class, many of
the children and teachers decorated the sukkah.
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CLUBS & COMMITTEES
SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood met at Roberto’s to further discuss
details on our upcoming fundraiser The Edwards
Twins. Plans are all coming together as the show
is just around the corner!

Bonnie Goldstein
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
Next meeting: November 16

MEN’S CLUB
Join Today!

MAH JONG
MADNESS
Mondays
7:00 PM
at Adath Israel

Contact Steve Vine
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
New Club & Program Ideas Always Welcome

For both experienced and
beginner players

Let us know what interests you!
Contact office@congadathisrael.org

Adath Israel
Women’s Book
Club
The next meeting of the Adath Israel Book Club will be
on Monday November 6th at 7:30 P.M. at the home of
Rachael Sherwood. We invite all members to join our
club. We choose a variety of genres of literature to discuss. The current book we are reading is:

Hillbilly Elegy
By J. D. Vance
Even if you haven’t read the book, consider joining us
and helping to choose our next book. We usually meet
bimonthly. If interested, please email Amy Greenfield at
aswgreenfield@aol.com.
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Community Care and Share
Committee Update
October was a quiet month for the Community
Care and Share Committee. Several cards were
sent out to our members. Our committee would
like to be made aware of any Mitzvah’s as well
as when a congregant is in need. Please let us
know if anyone has anything to share. Although
we meet a few times a year, we are in constant
communication with each other and want to
support our congregation in any way we can.
Please contact Susan Morse at
suemorse50@gmail.com if anyone knows a
congregant who would benefit from our services.
Susan Littlefield
Secretary

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & EVENTS

An American Odyssey:
The Jewish Experience in
Greenwich
November 15, 2017 through April 15, 2018
This exhibition will explore the history of the Jews of
Greenwich within the broader context of the history of
the town and the nation. Beginning with the question
of why Jews chose to settle in Greenwich and how they
gained an economic foothold. It will examine how they,
like other immigrants, struggled with the pull to integrate into American society and yet also remain distinct. And it will look at how they, as well as other minorities in Greenwich, have contributed to the larger
community despite experiencing periods of discrimination and restrictions on worship, employment and
housing opportunities.
Although the lion’s share of the growth of Greenwich’s
Jewish community began in the 1960s, the tale really
begins with the mass exodus of Jews from Eastern Europe to America between 1880 and 1920. The stories
will be told through photographs, artifacts, archival
documents, ephemera and first-person accounts.

The Jewish Genealogical Society
of Connecticut presents:
FINDING YOUR JEWISH ANCESTORS: MAXIMIZING YOUR SUCCESS
A Jewish Genealogy Program
Part 1 of a two-part Genealogy Workshop begins on Sunday November 19, 2017 at 1:30pm. Topics will include getting started,
Connecticut vital records, censuses, web resources, and much
more to get you going on your genealogical research.
Temple Sinai, 41 West Hartford Road, Newington, CT 06111.
For reservations, please email info@jgsct.org.
For additional information, please visit www.jgsct.org.

39 Strickland Road, Cos Cob, CT 06807
203-869-6899
444 Main Street North Southbury, CT 06488
203-267-3177 www.jfed.net

From Jewish Family Services of Greater
Danbury/Putnam:
Our warmest wishes for the forthcoming Thanksgiving
and Chanukah holiday seasons. May you celebrate
these days surrounded with the love and caring of family and friends.
Your Jewish Family Services is always here if you need
us. We are a no-fee, confidential, professionally staffed
resource and information center here to help with all
your community resource needs.
Jewish Family Services of Greater Danbury/Putnam
(203) 794-1818
jfsdanbury@gmail.com
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IN MEMORIAM Yahrzeits: November 2017
1 Nov
6 Nov
9 Nov
16 Nov
17 Nov

12 Heshvan
17 Heshvan
20 Heshvan
27 Heshvan
28 Heshvan

22 Nov 4 Kislev
24 Nov 6 Kislev

Louise Gross, Aunt of Mardi Smith
Bob Zank, Brother of Sue Morse
June Greller, Mother of Susan Littlefield
Bernard Savitch, Brother of Robert Rubinstein
Solomon Rubenstein, Father-in-Law of Susan
Rubenstein; Grandfather of Lori Brault
Elizabeth Trager, Mother of Joyce Goldin
Martin Morse, Father-in-Law of Susan Morse

14 Heshvan
20 Heshvan
30 Heshvan
1 Kislev
4 Kislev
7 Kislev
10 Kislev

Office Phone: 203-426-5188
Rabbi Barukh Schectman
rabbi@congadathisrael.org
Administrative Assistant: Susan Rubin
office@congadathisrael.org

2017 – 2018 Officers of the Board
President: Bob Rubinstein
president@congadathisrael.org
Vice - President: Amy Greenfield
Vice - President: Susan Littlefield
vicepresident@congadathisrael.org

… and let us not forget
3 Nov
9 Nov
18 Nov
19 Nov
22 Nov
25 Nov
28 Nov

CONTACT INFORMATION

Treasurer: Dan Greenberg
treasurer@congadathisrael.org

Gertrude Danziger
Benjamin Alan Bernstein
Isadore Molmod
Fannie Buskar
Beckie Molmod
Molly Ann Goldberg
Abe Kramer

Secretary: Jim Arena
secretary@congadathisrael.org
Member at Large: Lauren DiMartino
Member at Large: Matthew Krichmar
Member at Large: Jessica Sachs

2017 – 2018 Committee Chairpersons
Birthday Books: Mardi Smith

CEMETERY PLOTS
AVAILABLE
FOR FAMILIES OF CAI MEMBERS
Adath Israel Cemetery
(a division of B’nai Israel Cemetery)

472 Moose Hill Road
Monroe, CT
Information packets are available.
Please contact Susan Rubin at
office@congadathisrael.org
or call 203-426-5188.

Education Chairperson: David Smith
educationchair@congadathisrael.org

BRONZE
MEMORIAL
NAMEPLATE
If you wish to install a
memorial nameplate in the
sanctuary, please contact
Susan Rubin at
203-426-5188 or by email
office@congadathisrael.org

School Parent Coordinator: Sara Barnes
parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org
Teen Volunteer Coordinator: Matt Krichmar
Care & Share Committee: Susan Morse
Fundraising: available
fundraising@congadathisrael.org
Honorarium: Susan Rubin
office@congadathisrael.org
House: Mark Silverman
house@congadathisrael.org
Membership: Leah Newman
membership@congadathisrael.org
Men’s Club: Steve Vine
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
Newsletter: Susan Rubin
newsletter@congadathisrael.org

Have an opinion?
Like to write?

Programs: Jodi Markowsky
programs@congadathisrael.org

Newsletter contributions are always welcome…
Have family or student news you would like to share?
Contact: newsletter@congadathisrael.org

Publicity: Karen Klein
publicity@congadathisrael.org
Ritual: Katherine Kohrman
ritual@congadathisrael.org
Safety: David Wiener
safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org
Sisterhood: Bonnie Goldstein
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
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DONATIONS
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions to temple funds:

General Fund
Michelle Tenenbaum in memory of Michelle's mother, Blanche Naidich
Robert & Bonnie Goldstein in memory of Bob's father, Sidney Goldstein

Fundraiser
Rhonda Greifinger in memory of her mother, Lillian Greifinger

High Holiday Donations
Robyn Anton
Linda & Ed Baulsir
Charles & Rosalind Berger
Bill Berk
Jodi Bialik
Tod & Liz Bogdanoff
Susan & Eric Chanko
Felice Delano
Lauren & Michael DiMartino
Dan & Grace Federman
Cathy & Steven Fisher
Diane Gamse
Michael Gertner
Miri & Boris Goldman
Robert & Bonnie Goldstein
Herb Greenebaum
Amy & Jonathan Greenfield
Rhonda Greifinger and
Dan Greenberg
Art & Louise Gruber
William Hillman
Lynn & Harvey Kalish
Karen Klein
Katherine Kohrman

Anne Kugielsky
Ellen Lacko
Leslie & Giora Lebl
Susan & John Littlefield
Susan Morse
Sylvia & Michael Nahoum
Charles & Rosalie Newman
Susan Passman
Barbara Portnoy
Mark Rebb
Susan Rubenstein
Bob & Florence Rubinstein
Peter & Nancy Schoenholtz
Steven & Susan Schuman
Ralph & Elaine Schwartz
Barbara Siegenfeld
George & Leslie Silver
David & Mardi Smith
Eileen Stern
Steve & Michelle Tenenbaum
Ruth Theaman
Denise Wagner
Kenneth Weinrib
Linda & David Wishko

THANK YOU
TO OUR OCTOBER HOLIDAY ONEG SPONSORS
Sukkot—Thursday , October 5 — Mark Rebb
Sukkot—Friday, October 6 — Grades K, 1, 6 & 7 Families
Simchat Torah—Thursday, October 12 — Grades 2 & 3 Families

“LEAVE YOUR LEGACY ON THE TREE OF LIFE”
A great way to honor past and present
family members and friends
Large Leaf—$1800. each;
Small Leaf—$180. each
Order forms available at the synagogue or
by emailing office@congadathisrael.org
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HOST
AN ONEG
OR KIDDUSH
Hosting a Friday Oneg or Saturday Kiddush is performing a Mitzvah for our
community. After services is a time
when we have a chance to slow down
and catch up on the weekly events
with our fellow congregants.
It’s not only a Mitzvah, but a way for
you to celebrate an event in your family and share the good news with our
congregation. Many people host to
commemorate birthdays, anniversaries, engagements, awards, graduations, victories and other happy occasions. You may also host in memory of
a loved one. Of course, you don’t
need a reason to host and you may
also buddy up and host with a friend.
If you wish to participate in this Mitzvah or for more information, please
e-mail the office at:
office@congadathisrael.org
Friday Oneg Dates Available
November 17
December 1, 8, 15, 29
January 5, 12, 19, 26
February 9, 16, 23
March 2, 16
April 6, 13, 20, 27
May 4, 18, 25
June 8, 22, 29
August 10
Saturday Kiddush Dates Available
November 18
December 9 · January 27
March 17 · April 7

Do a mitzvah!
Sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush this year.

Reserve your date now!
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