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Vice-President’s Message 
 

Dear Congregants, 
 

Our President, Bob Rubinstein, is on vacation this month, and in his stead, I will update you on some of the activi-
ties at our synagogue.  On Saturday February 11 there was a Shabbat service where many people read from the 
Torah. They were pitching in, as they did with the same verses last year, for David and Lynn Wiener, whose plans to 
chant Torah were interrupted by David's accident. This year David and Lynn participated as well, then sponsored a 
lovely kiddish luncheon in thanks for all the love and help they have received from the congregation over the past 
year. Our High Holiday Cantor Jill Rabin, and her father, Judge Rabin attended as well. 
 

On January 22 there was a meeting of the Board and many former Board members, with Howard Goldberg, from 
the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. A workshop was held, where we were tasked with defining a thriv-
ing congregation, then analyzing where our congregation is, and where we need to be. It was a very productive 
start, and the work will be ongoing. Areas we are working on are, the development of a Vision and Mission State-
ment, using integrated communications by using IT better and reaching out to the greater community, being wel-
coming and participatory by improving connections within the community, having a thriving religious core with 
visionary clergy, and Tikkun Olam -- bettering the world. 
 

Welcome to Leah Newman, our new Membership chairperson, and thank you to Jodi Markowsky for all her dedica-
tion and hard work over the years. Jodi will now be leading our Program committee.  Also, thank you to Steve Vine 
for taking over Men's Club. We will soon be setting up programs for the spring and summer.  
 

These updates assure me that our congregation is indeed thriving! 
Wishing you all a happy March, as the days get longer once again, and we look towards spring. 
 

With Shalom, 
Amy Greenfield, 
Board Vice President 

From the Rabbi’s Study 
 

We recently observed "Tu Bishevat", the fifteenth day of the month of Shevat, on the Jewish 
calendar. After a Sabbath Eve service, we had a nicely attended Seder for the observance. 
We noted the following important concepts represented by this special day. 
 

First, the 15th day of Shevat is the 45th day of the 89 days of winter in the Jewish calendar, 
reminding us that we are closer to the beginning of spring than of winter. The flow of the 
seasons is reflected in the passage of Genesis 8:21 that God has promised that the seasons 
of the year will always continue, that earth will never be destroyed because of anything hu-
mankind will do. 
 

The 15th day of Shevat is the day that determined to which year the tithes were allocated in 
Biblical times. If the tree blossomed before this day, its fruit was made part of the previous year's tithe; if after this 
date then of the next year. So, it reminds us of our historical and spiritual connections to the Land of Israel. One of 
the tithes, every third year, went for the support of the Levites, who were, according to Talmudic tradition, the 
teachers of Torah to the people all across the country. The prophet Isaiah (chapter 2) taught that the purpose of 
the teaching of the Torah going forth from Zion and Jerusalem was so that "Nation shall not lift up sword against 
each other, nor shall they learn how to make war anymore." 
 

These are some of the thoughts of which Tu Bishevat should remind us. 
~  Rabbi Barukh Schectman 

http://year.so/
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From The Ritual Committee 

 

PURIM 
On Sunday morning March 12 we will be celebrating the holiday of Purim.  Please join us for the Megillah 

reading in our Sanctuary at 10:00 am.  Purim celebrates the rescue of the Persian Jews of Shoshan from the 

wicked Haman.  Several congregants and children of congregants will be chanting lines of the Megillah.  We 

will hear the Purim story, shake gregors (noise makers), sing songs, and eat Hamentashen.  This is an all Syna-

gogue event, taking place during Religious School.  We hope that all the Religious School families, as well as 

the congregation at large,  will join us for this year’s Megillah reading. 

Dancing in our Sanctuary 
On a Saturday morning in February our Sanctuary 

was filled with joyous dancing and singing.  In the 

middle of our Torah reading of Parshat Beshallach, 

we rose from the pews with tambourines and drums 

in hand to celebrate as the Israelites did so many 

years ago at the shore of the Red Sea.  After crossing 

the sea to safety and freedom, Miriam the Prophet-

ess led the women in song and dance.  In our Sanc-

tuary we had our High Holiday Cantor Jill Rabin vis-

iting, and she led the singing with a Debbie Fried-

man song commemorating this biblical event.  Con-

gregant Lynn Wiener led the dancing.  It was fun!  

Thanks to Jill and to Lynn and to our many Torah 

readers that morning:  David Smith, Lynn and David 

Wiener, Meyer Glaser, Pam Tassiello, Bob Rubin-

stein, Susan Morse, Katherine Kohrman and Rabbi 

Schectman. 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 
Shabbat Across America (and Canada) is an annual 

synagogue based event occurring across North 

America at which synagogue congregants are en-

couraged to invite their friends, neighbors, and co-

workers to share in a joyous Shabbat meal and ex-

perience.  In our congregation we will start the 

evening on March 3rd at 6:00 pm with a Potluck 

dinner.  Our service will begin at 7:00 in the Sanctu-

ary and children from our Religious School will be 

on the Bimah leading songs and prayers.  The ser-

vice will be followed by a festive Kiddush Oneg, of 

Challah, wine and grape juice, fruit and sweets.  

Please invite your friends and plan to join us.  Please 

try to RSVP for the Potluck at http://

www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=AFIE2138.  

No RSVP is necessary for the Service.  Our doors are 

open on Shabbat.  All are welcome. 

 

CEMETERY PLOTS 
AVAILABLE 

 

FOR FAMILIES OF CAI MEMBERS 
 

Adath Israel Cemetery  
(a division of B’nai Israel Cemetery) 

 

472 Moose Hill Road, Monroe, CT 
 

Information packets are available.  

Please contact Susan Rubin at  

office@congadathisrael.org  

or call 203-426-5188. 

 

“LEAVE YOUR LEGACY  

ON THE TREE OF LIFE” 
 

A great way to honor  
past and present 

family members and friends 
 

Large Leaf—$1800. each;  
Small Leaf—$180. each 

 

Order forms available at the synagogue  
or by emailing office@congadathisrael.org  

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=AFIE2138
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=AFIE2138
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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His music career output is not that extensive.  A couple 
of his songs are "Buy A Bond Today" for the war effort 
in the 1940's and "Baby, That's A Wolf", written for 
Rosalind Russell, which supposedly popularized the term 
"wolf" for an aggressive male.  In 1954, he wrote and 
recorded "The Senator McCarthy Blues" (featured).  Sen-
ator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin charged that the U.S. 
Army had communist influence.  Therefore, in April-
June 1954, the "Army-McCarthy" hearings were tele-
vised.  In his song, Block complained that his girlfriend 
was too busy watching the hearings to bother with him. 
  
Block was burned seriously in his Chicago apartment 
from a fire in April 1981.  As a result of his injuries he 
died in June 1981.  He had two sisters but he never mar-
ried. 
  
Hal Block was a troubled man and really a forgotten fig-
ure of the entertainment world.  However, he did stimu-
late "What's My Line?" which continued on TV until 
1967 making it one of the longest running game shows in 
history. 

In February 1950, a quiz show debuted on CBS-TV 
called "What's My Line?  People with unusual occupa-
tions would appear and a panel of four people would try 
to guess what the occupation was.  The original four 
consisted of a psychiatrist, a poet and critic, a former 
governor of New Jersey and columnist Dorothy Kil-
gallen.  Because these four were far from interesting, 
for the fourth show the producers brought in a noted 
comedy writer to liven up the show and to replace psy-
chiatrist Richard Hoffman.  That writer was 36 year old 
Hal Block. 
  
Harold "Hal" Block was born in Chicago, Illinois in 
August 1913.  He graduated from the University of Chi-
cago in 1935, majoring in law.  Hal was a heavy-set 
fellow in his later years but in college he was co-captain 
of its track team.  He started his comedy writing career 
as the editor of the college's humor magazine. 
  
While he was in college, Block earned money by 
providing material to Phil Baker, a comedian and radio 
personality.  During the late 1930's and 1940's Block 
wrote comedy routines for such comics as Abbott & 
Costello, Bob Hope, Eddie Cantor and Milton Berle. He  
also got involved in Broadway musicals and Hollywood 
movies. 
  
As for "What's My Line?", his time on the show (1950-
1953) was controversial.  His risque and double en-
tendre comments appealed to the show's viewers, but 
the producers and sponsors and even the other panelists 
were concerned.  He was suspended but he returned to 
the panel after many fans threatened to boycott the 
show if he didn't come back.  But, eventually he was 
indeed fired.  His last appearance was on March 1, 
1953. 
  
From 1953 on, his career was mixed.  Among other 
pursuits, he did local TV and wrote for magazines.  He 
also was convicted of speeding and driving without a 
license in 1953 and found guilty of drunk driving in 
Florida in 1957. 

  
 

JUST FOR THE RECORD    
Lesser Known Jewish Recording Artists  
 

~ Contributed by Charles Berger 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.   
Same products, same prices, same service.  

Support Congregation Adath Israel  
by starting your shopping at:   

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965 

Congregation Adath Israel 

      Shop at 
 

 

and Amazon will make a donation to: 

 

 

ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THE NEWSLETTER 

 

Business card size:  $10 monthly / $90 yearly 
1/4 page: $15 mo. / $135 yr. 
1/2 page: $25 mo. / $225 yr. 
Full page: $45 mo. / $405 yr. 

 

Email:  newsletter@congadathisrael.org 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
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THE NEZVESKY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

We have now held two Sunday Shacharit services with the children from the religious school.  It has 
been a true learning and participatory experience for your children and I encourage you to attend them 
and see how your children are participating in Jewish life and learning.  This month, we will be celebrating 
Purim with the Megillah Reading on Sunday, March 12 and everyone is invited to celebrate, sing, and 
shake a grogga! 
 
In February, we held our Tu B’Shevat Seder for the religious school with help from the parents of the 
second and seventh grades, who provided food and served, as well as several craft projects supplied and 
supervised by teachers from the religious school and a special treat from Rosalie Newman who helped our 
children plant lavender. 
 
On Purim, we will not only have the Megillah Reading, but also, we will celebrate with our annual Purim 
Carnival with pizza, hamentaschen, baked goods and games and prizes.  We have already sent out a flyer 
about it and you will be hearing more in the next week. 
 
On March 19, we have two special events for the upper grades and the post b’nai mitzvah students: 
At 10:30 in Southbury there is a Federation sponsored event featuring an IDF veteran talking about Is-
rael.  There will be participation from synagogues all over the area, so your children will be able to meet 
other Jewish children.  Grades K-3 will have religious school as usual. 
 
Also, on March 19, there is an Interfaith Youth Gathering at 4:00 PM, for 6th grade and above.  This 
event will be held at Newtown Congregational Church and in the words of Kristen Provost Switzer, the 
associate Pastor for Youth and Mission: 
 

In the midst of current events, our youth were wondering if they might host youth from your con-
gregations for a time of fun, food, and fellowship on March 19th around 4:00 PM.  
 
They (and I, of course) are strongly of the opinion that we all need to stick together and support one 
another during these times, and we're really hoping that we can get together and enjoy the pleasure 
of one another's company and learn a little bit more about each other's faiths. 

 
Contact Steve Bamberg if your children are interested in attending. 
 
David Smith, Education Chair 
203-364-1788  educationchair@congadathisrael.org 

On Tu B’ Shevat the children  
planted lavender 

mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
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THE NEZVESKY SCHOOL 

 

Sunday February 5 

TuB’Shevat  

Seder and Crafts 
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Community Care and Share 

Committee 
 

The Community Care and Share committee 
has been busy this month sending out cards, 
flowers, & well wishes to those in need. The 
DiMartino family is very grateful for all the 
dinners provided and would like to thank eve-
ryone who helped out. I'm writing this from 
the hospital as I'm trying to recover from dou-
ble pneumonia. I would like to thank all my 
committee members & the congregation for 
all the well wishes. I'm hopefully on the road 
to recovery. As always, if anyone knows of a 
congregant in need of our services, please 
contact Sue Morse at 
 suemorse50@gmail.com 

SISTERHOOD 

Sisterhood met at The Farmhouse on Febru-

ary 16th. Discussions were about a Spring 

Social event which will be held in April.  

Details soon to follow. 

 

Ima Abba v’Ani 
 

Pre-School Playgroup  
For children ages 2, 3, 4, and 5  

(not yet in school) 
 

Join us on the following Sundays for Jewish 
learning, songs, and crafts.  All children 
MUST be accompanied by a parent or care-
giver.  This program is open to both members 
and non-members and is FREE! 
 
DATES & topics are as follows: 
 

 March 5, 2017 – Purim 

 April 2, 2017 – Passover 

 May 7, 2017 – Israel Independence Day  
      (Yom HaAtzmaut)/ Lag B’Omer / Shavuot 

 May 21, 2017 – graduation / end of year 
festivities 

TIME:  9:30 – 10:30 AM 
 

A “themed” snack will be provided.  If your 
child has allergies, you may want to provide 
a Kosher (dairy/pareve) snack for your 
child. 
 

Teacher: Mrs. Mardi Smith 
 

For further information or to register for 
this class, please call Adath Israel at  
203-426-5188 or Email us at: 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 
Men’s Club Now Forming 

 
Contact Steve Vine  

 
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org 

mailto:suemorse50@gmail.com
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  

 

MAH JONG  

MADNESS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mondays 7:00 PM  
at Adath Israel 

 

For both experienced and  
beginner players 

 

Adath Israel  
Women’s Book Club 

The next meeting of the Adath Israel Book Club will be on Monday 

April 3rd at 7:30 P.M. at the home of Amy Greenfield.  We invite all 

members to join our club.  We choose a variety of genres of literature 

to discuss. The current book we are reading is: 

And After The Fire,   by Lauren Belfer  
 

Even if you haven’t read the book, consider joining us and helping to 

choose our next book.  We usually meet bimonthly. If interested, 

please email Amy Greenfield at aswgreenfield@aol.com. 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 
 

On Friday night, March 3, 2017, hundreds of synagogues across the continent will take part in a his-
toric national Jewish event to celebrate what unifies all Jews — Shabbat! 
 

Everyone is invited… singles, couples, families — all ages 
 

Join us at Congregation Adath Israel for a Potluck Dinner and Shabbat Service. 
Dinner begins 6:00 pm;    Service is from 7 pm – 8 pm 
Coordinated by  Bonnie Goldstein   bhgoldstein18@aol.com  or call  203-459-0089 
  

While it is not necessary to RSVP, it would be helpful in setting up.  Please remember too, that all 
dinner contributions must be dairy or parve.  
Be a part of the LARGEST SHABBAT DINNER …  Join thousands of Jews at hundreds of synagogues 
across North America to celebrate SHABBAT! 

 

tel:(203)%20459-0089
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

444 Main Street North   Southbury, CT 06488   
203-267-3177   www.jfed.net 

Squad Commander in the Israel Defense 
Force- He was injured in battle and he is the 
only soldier permitted to re-enlist for active 
duty. Free Family Event- ages 9 & up are wel-
come. Join us as we honor our Jewish Veter-
ans at this event. RSVP 203-267-3177, x 340   

Meet Izzy Ezagui   

Sunday, March 19, 10:30 AM  

tel:(203)%20267-3177
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 … and let us not forget 

IN MEMORIAM   Yahrzeits:  March 2017 CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Office Phone: 203-426-5188 
 

Rabbi Barukh Schectman 
rabbi@congadathisrael.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Susan Rubin 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 

2016 – 2017 Officers of the Board 
 

President:  Bob Rubinstein 
president@congadathisrael.org 

 

Vice - President:  Amy Greenfield 
Vice - President:  Rosalie Newman 

Vice - President:  Susan Wilson 
vicepresident@congadathisrael.org 

 

Treasurer:  Dan Greenberg 
treasurer@congadathisrael.org 

 

Secretary:  Jim Arena 
secretary@congadathisrael.org 

 

Member at Large:  Lauren DiMartino 
Member at Large:  Jessica Sachs 

 

2016 – 2017 Committee Chairpersons 
 

Birthday Books:  Mardi Smith 
 

Education Chairperson:  David Smith 
educationchair@congadathisrael.org 

 

School Parent Coordinator:  Cara Tingley 
parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org 

 

Teen Volunteer Coordinator:  Stacey Schumer 
 

Care & Share Committee:  Susan Morse 
 

Fundraising:  available  
fundraising@congadathisrael.org 

 

Honorarium:  Susan Rubin 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 

House:  Mark Silverman 
house@congadathisrael.org 

 

Membership:  Leah Newman 
membership@congadathisrael.org 

 

Men’s Club:  Steve Vine 
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org 

 

Newsletter:  Susan Rubin 
newsletter@congadathisrael.org 

 

Programs:  Jodi Markowsky 
programs@congadathisrael.org 

 

Publicity:  Karen Klein 
publicity@congadathisrael.org 

 

Ritual:  Katherine Kohrman 
ritual@congadathisrael.org 

 

Safety:  David Wiener 
safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org 

 

Sisterhood:  Bonnie Goldstein 
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org 

In Sympathy 
 

Our condolences to the Rubenstein and Brault families  
on the passing of David Rubenstein, husband,  

father and grandfather. 

1 Mar 3 Adar Morton C. Hillman, Father of Bill Hillman 

4 Mar 6 Adar Beth Greller, Sister of Susan Littlefield 

4 Mar 6 Adar Hariette Wishko, Mother of David Wishko 

5 Mar 7 Adar Beatrice Getman, Grandmother of Jodi Bialik 

5 Mar 7 Adar Elizabeth Stratford, Mother of Ival Kovner 

9 Mar 11 Adar Herbert Klein, Father of Karen Klein 

9 Mar 11 Adar Miriam Spigel, Mother of Ruth Theaman 

10 Mar 12 Adar Marie Glantz, Mother of Sylvia Nahoum 

12 Mar 14 Adar Benjamin Finkelstein, Father of Mardi Smith 

14 Mar 16 Adar Charles Weiss, Father of Florence Rubinstein 

18 Mar 20 Adar Tina Leah Zucker, Mother of Jodi Bialik 

19 Mar 21 Adar Tillie Levy, Mother of Rosalind Berger 

19 Mar 21 Adar William Kaye, Father of Gary Kaye 

21 Mar 23 Adar Barbara Magilnick, Mother of Bonnie Goldstein 

21 Mar 23 Adar Dr. Max Schertzer, Father of Martin Schertzer 

24 Mar 26 Adar Gert Carbonneau, Mother of Louise Gruber 

25 Mar 27 Adar Stephen Weinrib, Father of Amy Greenfield 

27 Mar 29 Adar Ruth Kalish, Grandmother of Pam Tassiello 

27 Mar 29 Adar Theresa Block, Wife of Dan and mother of Jake Block 

28 Mar 1 Nisan Abe Jacobson, Father of Kenneth Jacobson 

28 Mar 1 Nisan Francis Stratford, Mother of Ival Kovner 

29 Mar 2 Nisan Alex Rosenthal, Father of Jonas Rosenthal 

29 Mar 2 Nisan Irving Trager, Father of Joyce Goldin 

30 Mar 3 Nisan Sylvia Kaye, Mother of Gary Kaye 

3 Mar 5 Adar Aaron Leon Bernstein 

6 Mar 8 Adar Ann Torow 

7 Mar 9 Adar II Maurice Nezvesky 

9 Mar 11 Adar II Molly E. Sippin 

10 Mar 12 Adar II Mildred Koffman 

10 Mar 12 Adar Syd Steinfeld 

11 Mar 13 Adar Stanley Norman Koffman 

15 Mar 17 Adar Marilyn Snow 

15 Mar 17 Adar Rose Rome 

16 Mar 18 Adar Eliah Goosman 

20 Mar 22 Adar Lily Greenblat 

26 Mar 28 Adar David Steinfeld 

26 Mar 28 Adar Ida Block 

26 Mar 28 Adar Sarah Brier 

27 Mar 29 Adar Harry Cohen 

mailto:rabbi@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:president@congadathisrael.org
mailto:vicepresident@congadathisrael.org
mailto:treasurer@congadathisrael.org
mailto:secretary@congadathisrael.org
mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org
mailto:fundraising@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:house@congadathisrael.org
mailto:membership@congadathisrael.org
mailto:brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
mailto:programs@congadathisrael.org
mailto:publicity@congadathisrael.org
mailto:ritual@congadathisrael.org
mailto:safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org
mailto:sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
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HOST  

AN ONEG  

OR KIDDUSH 

 

Hosting a Friday Oneg or Saturday Kid-
dush is performing a Mitzvah for our 
community.  After services is a time 
when we have a chance to slow down 
and catch up on the weekly events 
with our fellow congregants. 
 

It’s not only a Mitzvah, but a way for 
you to celebrate an event in your fami-
ly and share the good news with our 
congregation. Many people host to 
commemorate birthdays, anniver-
saries, engagements, awards, gradua-
tions, victories and other happy occa-
sions. You may also host in memory of 
a loved one.  Of course, you don’t 
need a reason to host and you may 
also buddy up and host with a friend. 
 

If you wish to participate in this Mitz-
vah or for more information, please  
e-mail the office at 
office@congadathisrael.org  
 
 

Friday Oneg Dates Available 
 

April 7, 14 
May 5, 12 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 31 
August 11, 25 

 
 

Saturday Kiddush Dates Available 
 

March 25 
June 24 

 
 

Celebrate a special day with us!  
 

 
Honor an achievement, birthday or  

anniversary. Do a mitzvah. Sponsor an  
Oneg or Kiddush this year. 

 

 
Reserve your date now! 

 

DONATIONS 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions to temple funds: 

  

General Fund 

 

Michael Gertner in memory of his father, Morris Gertner 
Marshall Greenspan in memory of David Rubenstein 
Patti & Alex Zurowski in memory of David Rubenstein 
Amy & Jonathan Greenfield in memory of Estelle & Stephen Wienrib 
Ellen Lacko 
Robert & Bonnie Goldstein in memory of Bob's mother, Anne Goldstein 
 

Caring Community Fund 
 

Bill Hillman in memory of his father, Morton C Hillman 
Susan & John Littlefield in memory of Susan’s sister, Beth Greller 
 

Education Fund 
 

David & Mardi Smith 
Nanette Greene in memory of her father Arthur Seligman 
 

Community Development Fund 
 

The Ford Foundation 

THANK YOU  

TO OUR FEBRUARY ONEG & KIDDUSH SPONSORS 

 

Saturday, February 11—David & Lynn Wiener 
Friday, February 17—Sisterhood 

For those of you wishing to make donations,  

we currently have the following funds: 

 
General - to cover the cost of operating and maintaining the synagogue. 
 
Building - to cover the cost of the mortgage, maintenance, repairs and 
upgrades. 
 
Education - to cover the cost of books, special educational programs, 
teacher salaries & other learning materials. 
 
Caring Community Fund - to strictly cover the costs incurred by the 
Care and Share Committee in helping our members in time of need. 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund - to be used for synagogue business  
and as the Rabbi directs, such as: Jewish educational materials; books / 

BRONZE MEMORIAL NAMEPLATE 
 

If you wish to install a memorial nameplate in the sanctuary,  
please contact Susan Rubin at 203-426-5188 or by email  

office@congadathisrael.org 

mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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