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Welcome to our New Board Officers
Robert Rubinstein—President
Amy Greenfield—Co Vice President
Rosalie Newman—Co Vice President
Susan Wilson—Co Vice President
Dan Greenberg—Treasurer
Jim Arena—Secretary

Members at Large– Lauren DiMartino & Jessica Sachs

School Registration going on now!

Volunteer Opportunities Available

Fall classes being planned.

Make this the year you get involved...

Sign up—New Students Only

Join a committee, lead or co-lead a committee
Love to plan events...think about leading the

http://www.congadathisrael.org/images/
forms/aischoolreg.pdf

Programming Committee or Men’s Club

Committees listed on page 11
Call or email the office for committee descriptions

Call or email the office for more information
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President’s Message
Dear Congregants,

My thanks to all those who were present at the graduation ceremonies. The outpouring of love and friendship
was absolutely humbling. The years went by so quickly and I met so many wonderful students and parents. It
was my honor to be amongst the brightest and most dedicated teachers and administrators. Thank you for
the gifts and very kind words.
On Saturday, May 14th, we were entertained by "Lorenzo". His program was delightful with fun for all. Thank
you to Bonnie Goldstein and her committee for putting together the program that not only entertained but netted CAI approximately $2,600.00.
This month ends our fiscal year. I want to thank and congratulate the present board of directors for their dedication to CAI. I am sorry to see Mark Silverman and Steve Bamberg leave. On the other hand I welcome Dan
Greenberg, our new treasurer, and Jessica Sachs, our new member at large.

Although our academic year has ended we have much to look forward to. On June 4 th, Tyler DiMartino will become a bar mitzvah and the following week will be the bar mitzvah of Joshua Brault. Congratulations to Tyler,
Lauren, Michael and Julia DiMartino and congratulations to Joshua, Lori, Martin and Sophie Brault.
We are beginning to make plans for the coming year so don't go away, there’s much, much more to come and
its all good.

Community Care & Share

With Blessings of Shalom,
Bob Rubinstein

The committee continues to respond to the needs of
our community. We would once again like to remind
the Adath Israel community to contact us so that we
may support those in need and also help to celebrate
the happy occasions.

Yaakov Schectman Wins Top Prize
Rabbi Schectman’s son, Yaakov, a
junior at the Hebrew High School
of New England, has won the top
prize in the International Jerusalem Science contest, sponsored by
the Jerusalem College of Technology and the Walder Science Center in Chicago.

A special thanks to all who have generously and graciously participated in providing meals and other
means of support to the Wiener family. Your efforts
have been greatly appreciated.
As you know, the Mi Shebeirach prayer for healing is
said during our services. At that time, congregants
have the opportunity to identify individuals they know
who are in need of healing so that their names can be
added to the list and spoken aloud. In an effort to
make sure that those people are recognized, you can
add their names to the list prior to services by calling or
emailing Susan Morse ( suemorse50@gmail.com or
203-470-1364 ) no later than the Wednesday of that
week.

The contest ran from October through January. The
topic was Science and Technology of Light, Optics
and the Human Eye, in conjunction with the
UNESCO International Year of Light. The rigorous
10 week schedule included lectures, video exams
and a final presentation focusing on physics and Judaics. Yaakov achieved an overall score of 100.6%.

As the winner of this contest, Yaakov receives a cash
award, a free trip to Israel, a four-year scholarship
to Jerusalem College of Technology and a letter of
participation to any college of his choice.

Please reach out when you know a congregant who
would benefit from our support. Our committee will
meet again in September, but we are always available
to anyone in need of our services.

Congratulations Yaakov!

Susan Littlefield, Secretary
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From The Ritual Committee
On Friday evening May 27, Rabbi Schectman led a beautiful Kabbalat Shabbat service. Children from
our Nezvesky Religious School joined him on the bimah. Together they sang several songs for the
upcoming holiday of Shavuot, celebrating the receiving of the Torah on Mt Sinai. Rachel Arena, a rising 7th grader, accompanied the other children on violin. The congregation joined in for the singing
of the last song—a rousing Torah, Torah Tzivah Lanu Moshe. Following the service, our synagogue’s
Caring and Share Committee treated us all to a lovely Kiddush Oneg of delicious home baked sweets.

Shabbat morning Torah Teens

Mazel Tov!

On Saturday May 21, we had a beautiful Torah
service. Four of our congregation’s post B’nai
Mitzvah teens chanted Torah from Parshat
Emor. Michael Arena, Korey Brodsky, Mat
Schumer, and Eric Vine all chose to devote a lot
of time to learning their Torah verses, not to
mention their choice to get up early on a Saturday morning and come to synagogue! Rabbi
Schectman spoke to them at the conclusion of
the service, saying that they made Adath Israel a
special congregation and an unusual one. He
went on to say that it bodes well for the future of
the Jewish people that the four of them have a
love of Torah and Jewish tradition. Thank you to
all four boys and to their families for supporting
and nurturing this love. Perhaps in the Fall, we
will have a Torah service when our Post B’not
Mitzvah teen girls do the same…..

To the DiMartino Family as Tyler
is called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah

Saturday June 4, 2016

Mazel Tov!
To the Brault Family as Joshua
is called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday June 11, 2016

B’nai Mitzvah Season
Join us for the Bar Mitzvah ceremonies of two of our Religious School boys this month. Tyler DiMartino and Joshua Brault will both be celebrating and becoming Bar Mitzvah, sons of the commandments, as they accept the responsibilities of becoming a Jewish adult. Tyler will be chanting Torah and
Haftarah from Parshat Bechukotai on Saturday morning June 4. His sister Julia and mom Lauren will
also be chanting Torah. Josh will be chanting from Parshat BeMidbar the following week on June 11.
His mom Lori will also be chanting Torah. Come celebrate with all of them. Congregants are always
welcome to share in these family simchas (happy occasions). Festive Kiddush Onegs will follow each
morning service, sponsored by the Bar Mitzvah boy’s family. Thank you and Mazal Tov to the DiMartinos and to the Braults.
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ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS
Our current Adult B’nai Mitzvah class has been meeting for just about one full year. Our three students have gained Hebrew literacy skills and have begun to study the prayer service and ritual practices. In one more year’s time they will be ready to be on the Bimah for a group B’nai Mitzvah ceremony. If you already have some Hebrew reading skills and you would like to join the class, you
would be most welcome.
Contact: ritual@congadathisrael.org. Adult Education is a perk of membership and is offered at no
additional cost beyond membership dues. Non-members pay a class fee and are welcome as well. If
you know of anyone outside of our congregation who might be interested in the class, please encourage that person to contact us.
~Katherine Kohrman

CEMETERY PLOTS
AVAILABLE
FOR FAMILIES OF CAI MEMBERS
Adath Israel Cemetery
(a division of B’nai Israel Cemetery)
472 Moose Hill Road, Monroe, CT
Information packets are available.
Please contact Susan Rubin at
office@congadathisrael.org or call
203-426-5188 and leave her a message.

NAME TAGS
Please use your name tags! They are an initiative of our
synagogue’s Transition Committee. The idea behind
them is that knowing each other’s names is an important part of building a community. It is the first step
to building relationships, and it is in those relationships
that we begin to feel like we are creating a connected
vibrant congregation.

ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE NEWSLETTER

You will find your name tag in the lobby of the synagogue. Please wear your name tag whenever you are in
the building and then please remember to return it to
the alphabetized box before you leave. Let’s make
2016 be the year when we really get to know each other and start to feel like a family.

Business card size: $10 monthly / $90 yearly
1/4 page: $15 mo. / $135 yr.
1/2 page: $25 mo. / $225 yr.
Full page: $45 mo. / $405 yr.

*** If you would like to have your name tag use magnets rather than a pin to secure to your clothing please
send a quick request to Susan Rubin, our synagogue
administrator and she will make the change for you.***

Email: newsletter@congadathisrael.org

NEWSLETTER UPDATE
The Adath Israel Tradition newsletter
will be combining it’s July & August issues into one Summer edition. All submittals for the summer newsletter will
be due by June 23.
Submittals for the September newsletter will be due on August 15.

Have an opinion? Like to write?
Newsletter contributions are
always welcome…
Have family or student news you would like to
share? Contact:
newsletter@congadathisrael.org
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Lorenzo was Hypnotizing!

Photos by Bonnie Goldstein

The Hypno Lorenzo fundraiser at Rock Ridge Country Club was a huge success. We laughed, had
great conversations with our friends and raised over $2,600 for the synagogue! Hypno Lorenzo
hypnotized kids and adults; 15 people in total. Whether you were an audience member enjoying the
laughs or a volunteer being hypnotized, it was a great night for everyone. Thank you for coming out
and making the evening a success!!
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In his early 20's, Kenny
found success in the jingle field. As per his
website, he has sung on
more than 15,000 radio
and TV spots (Burger
King, Budweiser, Cadbury, etc.) and he even
composed the melody for
McDonald's "You Deserve A Break Today".
This particular
commercial was voted
the #1 jingle of the millennium by Ad Week in
January 2000.

JUST FOR THE RECORD
Lesser Known Jewish
Recording Artists
~ Contributed by Charles Berger
For the 50th consecutive article in this
series, the subject is perhaps "lesserknown" to a relative degree. Yes, he is
not as well known as Barbra Streisand,
Neil Diamond, or Paul Simon, but to
those familiar with the popular music
field, he is quite well known. His name
is Kenny Karen.
His real name is as Jewish as it can
get. He was born as Chaim Hillel
Teicher in Troy, N.Y. on January 8,
1944. His father, Issac Jacob Teicher,
was an orthodox rabbi who lived to be 104 years of
age. His mother's name was Chiennie. He has an older
sister Soshy who lives in Florida.

It wasn't until 1973 that
Kenny finally had his only Top 100 hit on Billboard and
Cashbox. In August and September, the song "That's
Why You Remember" reached #82 on Billboard and #60
on Cashbox. He's even been in a few films and his voice
can be heard on several soundtracks.

At the age of five, his family moved to Montreal, Canada. At 11, he began writing melodies for lyrics he
found in Hit Parader Magazine. In 1959, his first recording was with Strand records as Ken Karen with the
classic Nat Cole song "Nature Boy" backed with his
own composition "A Little Love". A couple of years
later, after leaving Montreal for New York City, he
signed as singer/songwriter for the Nevins/Kirschner
Associates (noted for their relationship with Carole
King, Neil Diamond, etc.).

He is "blessed" (per Kenny's e-mail to me) with two
daughters "from a previous administration" (his words
again) and two sons with his current wife Marni. He resides in Central Florida as well as in Manhattan.
He has not forgotten his "roots". When he performs, he
includes music relating to his ethnic background. He continues to write "at least 100 songs per year". He will be at
the Metropolitan Room in Manhattan on June 7th. Maybe
it's not too late for you to be there. If it is, you can see
him on you-tube.

Kenny recorded for Columbia records in the early
1960's and released three singles, some songs he cowrote and some written by the great songwriting teams
of Carole King/Gerry Goffin and Barry Mann/Cynthia
Weil. However, they did not chart on Billboard or
Cashbox. For the next several years he recorded for
several other labels, again with no Billboard/Cashbox
appearances.

Shop at
and Amazon will make a donation to:

Congregation Adath Israel

ROOM TO RENT
Looking to rent room in beautiful, quiet
house, private bathroom, views, fabulous
garden, swimming pool.

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you
know. Same products, same prices, same
service.

References, no smoking, quiet person.
Contact: Rita Frost 203-426-8787 or
frostandcaro@earthlink.net

Support Congregation Adath Israel by
starting your shopping at:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965
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THE NEZVESKY SCHOOL

This has been a tumultuous year without a doubt and my thanks go out to everyone involved, to Rabbi
Schectman, our teachers, our student volunteers, our parents and especially our students who all
have shown a commitment to Jewish education. Special thanks go to Meyer Glaser who provided the
Sunday morning prayer studies and to Stacey Schumer who took on David Wiener's class in January.
Rabbi Schectman has begun several new initiatives in education, including teaching the children songs
for Shavuot, demonstrated on Friday May 27. We would very much like to see all the children come
to services--we have a special family service once a month timed to be over by 8:00 PM and directed
towards children. It is a really important part of their Jewish education, and fun (yes, indeed). But
children are welcome at all the services.
Next year the Sunday School classes will combine the 4th and 5th grades and break out 2nd and 3rd
grades. The teachers will be:
First Grade

Lynn Wiener

Second Grade

Jodi Markowsky

Third Grade

Jodi Bialik

Fourth/Fifth Grade

Bonnie Goldstein

Sixth Grade

Steve Bamberg

Seventh Grade

David Wiener

Pre-school Playgroup

Mardi Smith

Ima Abba v’Ani

The end of year ceremony was very special this year
because we paid tribute to one of our longest standing
educators: Bob Rubinstein. Bob says that he started
as a teacher when Sybil Blau was president of the shul-that would make it close to 20 years of teaching the
midweek 4th and 5th grades. Please join me in thanking
Bob for all those years of service.
We look forward to seeing you all in the fall,

PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP for children
ages 2 to 5 and their parent or caregiver. Children learn about the Jewish holidays in an age-appropriate way, make
crafts, sing and dance, and have a GREAT
time. This program will be led by Mardi
Smith and meets once a month from 9:30
to 10:30 on Sunday mornings during the
school year. And it is FREE to attend.
We ask that a parent or caregiver remain
with the child during the class and that
you bring a small snack and drink. It is
strongly encouraged that the snack be
nut-free (i.e. no peanut butter products).

Playgroup dates will be announced in the
summer newsletter.

David Smith
Education Chair
203-364-1788
educationchair@congadathisrael.org

Call or email the office to reserve your
spot! 203-426-5188
or office@congadathisrael.org
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Thank you to all our teachers, students and families for a
great year!

Preschool Playgroup

First Grade

Congratulations, Bob!
Thank you for so many wonderful
years of teaching our children.

Thank you to our Student Volunteers

Second & Third Grade
Photos by Leslie Murray

Thank you parents

Fourth & Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade
Our Hebrew school graduates!
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

Adath Israel
Women’s
Book Club

MAH JONG
MADNESS

Join us for our next discussion,
Monday July 11th at 7:00 pm

Mondays 7:00 PM at
Adath Israel
For both experienced and
beginner players

We will be discussing

The Invisible Bridge, by Julie Orringer
Newcomers always welcome
RSVP to Susan Littlefield at: slittle207@aol.com
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Sisterhood
Meeting
June 16, 2016
7:00 PM
Dere Street
Newtown
Newcomers Welcome
RSVP to Bonnie
Sisterhood@congadathisrael.org

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS, EVENTS & NOTICES

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut
presents
Avraham Groll speaking on Jewish Migrations: How Did Jews Reach Europe?
Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 1:30 pm at Temple Sinai, 41 West Hartford Road, Newington, CT 06111.
This program is free and open to the public.
With the decline of Babylonian Jewry in the 9th and 10th centuries, Jews, in large numbers, immigrated to Europe.
Yet there is evidence of Jewish settlement in Europe dating back more than 1,000 years prior to this point. This
presentation will focus on early Jewish settlement in Spain, Germany, France and Italy. Using Biblical, Rabbinic and
secular sources, Groll will explore why Jews chose (or were forced) to live in these countries, where they settled,
and under what conditions they lived. In addition, we will discuss the dividing line between Antiquity and the Medieval era, and its ramifications on the Jewish settlement. Maps, pictures, and documents will be displayed.
Avraham Groll is the Director of Business Operations for JewishGen. After studying in Israel at Yeshivat Ohr
Yerushalayim, he received a BS from Ramapo College, and an MBA from Montclair State University. He is currently
pursuing an MA in Judaic Studies at Touro College.

For additional information, please visit www.jgsct.org
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IN MEMORIAM Yahrzeits: June 2016

CONTACT INFORMATION

8 Jun
9 Jun
9 Jun
11 Jun

2 Sivan
3 Sivan
3 Sivan
5 Sivan

13 Jun

7 Sivan

15 Jun
15 Jun
17 Jun
17 Jun

9 Sivan
9 Sivan
11 Sivan
11 Sivan

17 Jun
17 Jun
21 Jun

11 Sivan
11 Sivan
15 Sivan

Martin Agines, Brother of Bernice Ullmann
Gertrude Ravitz, Mother of Sybil Blau
Ronald Bogdanoff, Father of Tod Bogdanoff
Sylvia Kovner, Mother of Ron Kovner
Irving Magilnick, Father of Bonnie Goldstein and
Barry Magilnick
Sylvia Frost, Mother of Rita Frost
Ruth Levin, Grandmother of Joanna Rosen
Frances Tinn, Mother of Elizabeth Bogdanoff
Jerold Nezvesky, Brother of Janis Schertzer, Jay
and Joel Nezvesky
George Fox, Father of Susan Rubenstein
Al Gross, Uncle of Mardi Smith
John Marcus, Father of Marin Marcus

23 Jun
26 Jun

17 Sivan
20 Sivan

Betty Altenhof, Mother of Jody Altenhof
Arthur Tinn, Father of Elizabeth Bogdanoff

… and let us not forget
6 Jun
7 Jun
8 Jun
9 Jun
10 Jun
12 Jun
12 Jun
21 Jun
23 Jun
25 Jun

29 Iyar
1 Sivan
2 Sivan
3 Sivan
4 Sivan
6 Sivan
6 Sivan
15 Sivan
17 Sivan
19 Sivan

Office Phone: 203-426-5188
Rabbi Barukh Schectman
rabbi@congadathisrael.org
Administrative Assistant: Susan Rubin
office@congadathisrael.org

2016 – 2017 Officers of the Board
President: Bob Rubinstein
president@congadathisrael.org
Vice - President: Amy Greenfield
Vice - President: Rosalie Newman
Vice - President: Susan Wilson
vicepresident@congadathisrael.org
Treasurer: Dan Greenberg
treasurer@congadathisrael.org
Secretary: Jim Arena
secretary@congadathisrael.org
Member at Large: Lauren DiMartino
Member at Large: Jessica Sachs

2016 – 2017 Committee Chairpersons
Birthday Books: Mardi Smith

Rose Molmod Nezvesky
Max Schimelman
Dora Chernoff
Heidessa Schimelman
Rose Nezvesky
Abraham Nezvesky
Jacob Goosman
Sam Hammerman
Meyer Irving Gussman
Bertha Stern Nezvesky

Education Chairperson: David Smith
educationchair@congadathisrael.org
School Parent Coordinator: Cara Tingley
parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org

Teen Volunteer Coordinator: Stacey Schumer
Care & Share Committee: Susan Morse
Fundraising: Lauren DiMartino
fundraising@congadathisrael.org
Honorarium: Susan Rubin
office@congadathisrael.org
House: Mark Silverman
house@congadathisrael.org

In Sympathy
Our condolences to the Altenhof / Kaye family on the
passing of Jody’s brother, Jack Altenhof.

Membership: Jodi Markowsky
membership@congadathisrael.org
Men’s Club: (position available)
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
Newsletter: Susan Rubin
newsletter@congadathisrael.org
Programs: (position available)
programs@congadathisrael.org

BRONZE MEMORIAL NAMEPLATE

Publicity: Karen Klein
publicity@congadathisrael.org

If you wish to install a memorial nameplate in the sanctuary,
please contact Susan Rubin at 203-426-5188 or
by email office@congadathisrael.org

Ritual: Katherine Kohrman
ritual@congadathisrael.org
Safety: David Wiener
safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org
Sisterhood: Bonnie Goldstein
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
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DONATIONS
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions to temple funds:

HOST
AN ONEG
OR KIDDUSH

General Fund
Katherine Kohrman in memory of Marty Schertzer's father
Michelle Tenenbaum in memory of her father, Seymour Naidich
Jay & Gilda Slomka in memory of Myron Nowes and Rose Heyman
Florence & Bob Rubinstein in memory of Florence's brother, Ivan Weiss
Meyer Glaser & Katherine Kohrman
David Rubenstein in memory of his mother, Helen Rubenstein
Michelle & Steve Tenenbaum
Karen Klein

Community Development Fund
The Ford Foundation

Caring Community Fund
Chuck & Rosalie Newman in memory of Max Schertzer
Janis Nezvesky-Schertzer in memory of her brothers, Jeffry & Jerold

Tree of Life
David & Susan Rubenstein

THANK YOU TO OUR
MAY ONEG SPONSORS...
Friday, May 6
The Membership Committee in honor of our New Families
Friday May 13
The Goldstein-Vine & Tenenbaum Families
Friday, May 27
The Community Care & Share Committee

“LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
ON THE TREE OF LIFE”

Hosting a Friday Oneg or Saturday Kiddush is performing a Mitzvah for our
community. After services is a time
when we have a chance to slow down
and catch up on the weekly events
with our fellow congregants.
It’s not only a Mitzvah, but a way for
you to celebrate an event in your family and share the good news with our
congregation. Many people host to
commemorate birthdays, anniversaries, engagements, awards, graduations, victories and other happy occasions. You may also host in memory of
a loved one. Of course, you don’t
need a reason to host and you may
also buddy up and host with a friend.
If you wish to participate in this Mitzvah or for more information, please
e-mail the office at
office@congadathisrael.org
Friday Oneg Dates Available
June 24
August 12, 26
September 9, 16, 23, 30
October 7, 14, 21, 28
November 4, 11
December 2, 9, 16, 30
Saturday Kiddush Dates Available

A great way to honor
past and present
family members and friends
Large Leaf—$1800. each;
Small Leaf—$180. each
Order forms available at the synagogue
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October - TBD
November 12
December 10

Celebrate a special day with us!
Honor an achievement, birthday or
anniversary. Do a mitzvah. Sponsor an
Oneg or Kiddush this year.

Reserve your date now!
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