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Calling all families with young children…  
 

Join us for a joyous, raucous, percussion and dance 
filled 45 minutes as we welcome the Sabbath! 
 

Young and young at heart are all invited! 
 

We will light the Shabbat candles and parade from 
the sanctuary into the social hall where we will 
sing Kiddush over grape juice, a Motzi over Challah 
and have a few extra treats! 

My Italian Secret: 
The Forgotten Heroes 

 

Sunday April 2nd, 2:00 PM 
 

More information on page 9 
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President’s Message 
 

Dear Congregants, 
 

I am deeply honored and very anxious to continue on as the president of our wonderful congregation. It is my un-
derstanding that at this past months board meeting I was nominated to once again take on the position of Presi-
dent. I am not sure who will continue on the board, but I do know that those who I had the opportunity to work 
with were invaluable. From the rabbi to the executive board to the committee members, all were dedicated, sin-
cere and generous in their commitment to Adath Israel. I look forward to working with all our members. All we 
need is cooperation, a positive attitude and we will thrive. 

 

Thank you Amy for officiating the February Board Meeting. Jim thank you for keeping me up to date with your very 
detailed and accurate minutes. 

 

With Blessings of Shalom, 
Bob and Florence Rubinstein  

From the Rabbi’s Study 
 

The Jewish calendar expresses valuable insights for us.  On March 28, the month of Nisan 
began.  This is the month in which the Festival of Passover occurs.  Last month, in the month 
called Adar, Purim was observed. 
 
Purim, celebrating the defeat of an attempt to destroy the entire Jewish population of an-
cient Persia, also points out the darker side of Jewish existence.  We have repeatedly been 
threatened with destruction.  Then comes Passover which celebrates the beginning of the 
Jewish people - freedom and a new beginning of a more joyful life and valuable principles of 
a meaningful life for humanity. 
 

We escape from the darkness and danger of winter and leap into the light and promise of 
spring; from winter to spring, from Purim to Passover. 

~  Rabbi Barukh Schectman 

INTERFAITH YOUTH WORKSHOP 
My three children represented Adath Israel at the Interfaith youth workshop at the Newtown Congregational 
Church last Sunday afternoon (after they also attended the class field trip to Southbury in the morning).  
 

It was a really good experience. There were about 70 children in attendance from local Muslim, Christian, and 
Jewish faith communities. It was split about evenly between Muslim and Christian kids.  We were the only Jew-
ish family to attend. They started with some ice breaker activities, then broke the kids up into smaller groups 
for discussions facilitated by an adult proctor. Later on they reshuffled the groups and did some team building 
exercises. The discussions were not really focused on religion as much as just on getting to know each other a 
little. While they did talk a little about the differences in customs between the groups, the main goal seemed to 
be just to get to them all to see each other as normal people with so much in common (and I think they suc-
ceeded).  There is so much divisiveness in the media these days, this seems like a really important thing to 
do.  At snack time Michael was asked to speak to the whole assembly on what Kosher is all about, and one of 
the Muslim children spoke about Halal.  
 
I think it is very important for Adath Israel to be represented at these Interfaith programs. We should make an 
effort to make sure we have at least one family present at any future gatherings.   
 

Jim Arena 
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From The Ritual Committee 

 

 

“LEAVE YOUR LEGACY ON THE TREE OF LIFE” 
 

A great way to honor past and present  
family members and friends 

 

Large Leaf—$1800. each;  Small Leaf—$180. each 
 

Order forms available at the synagogue or by emailing office@congadathisrael.org  

Our B’nai Mitzvah season is beginning.  Congregants are welcomed and encouraged to join us for 
any and all of these ceremonies, to celebrate and share in the simchas (happy occasions) of our syn-
agogue family.  The season is kicked off on Saturday April 1 by our Adult B’nai Mitzvah group—
three members of our congregation who have been studying and preparing for the past two years.  
These include Executive Board member Jim Arena, and two newer congregants—Tracy Benham and 
Ival Kovner.  What an exciting occasion for our entire community, as these three adults embrace 
their Jewish identity and read from our Torah scroll.   Two months later the fourth member of their 
class, Board member and Education Chair, David Smith, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah as well. In 
between we have two children from our seventh grade class celebrating too.  Mazal Tov to all.   
 

Here is the schedule of this season’s B’nai Mitzvah ceremonies: 
 

Saturday April 1.              Adult B’nai Mitzvah group ceremony: Jim Arena, Tracy Benham, Ival Kovner 
Saturday April 22.       Harrison Silverman, son of Mark Silverman 
Saturday May 20.       Rachel Arena, daughter of Jim and Marina Arena 
Saturday May 27.      David Smith 
Saturday September 9.   Jacob Schumer, son of Larry and Stacey Schumer 

TRADITIONAL SECOND NIGHT SEDER  
TO BE HELD 

 

The holiday of Passover begins shortly.  New 
this year, our synagogue will be hosting a sec-
ond night Seder for congregants, as well as for 
other members of the wider community.  This 
Seder will be a traditional Jewish Seder, led 
by Rabbi Schectman.  It will be on Tuesday 
evening April 11.  There is still time to RSVP 
for this fun event.  Please RSVP by April 4:  
Call Rabbi Schectman directly, on his cell 
phone, at (860) 227 0912.  There is a minimal 
charge of $10 per person, as a Kosher for 
Passover dinner will be served.   Checks can 
be made out to Congregation Adath Israel and 
mailed to the synagogue or brought to the Se-
der.   

SHABBAT BEFORE BEDTIME 
 

We are launching a new program for our young-
est families.  Shabbat Before Bedtime will be a 
short (45 minute) program of Shabbat songs and 
prayers, percussion instruments, dancing, and 
parading about the Sanctuary.  Come join the 
fun!  Bring your children and grandchildren.  
Our first Shabbat Before Bedtime will be on 
Friday April 7 at 6:00 pm.  It will be led by our 
Ritual Chair, Katherine Kohrman, and Song 
Leader, Yossi Kohrman-Glaser.  It will conclude 
in time for bedtime! 
 
A full Kabbalat Shabbat evening service will fol-
low at 7:30 pm for those who prefer a traditional 
service and for those wishing to say Kaddish. 

mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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Doing impressions of famous people is a unique 
skill.  Some of the best are Frank Gorshin, Rich Little, 
and John Byner.  Although he did impressions of many 
other celebrities, one man excelled at impersonating the 
columnist and TV host Ed Sullivan (1901-1974). 
  
His name at birth on July 27, 1927 was Wilbur Rauch in 
the Bronx NY, but he is better known as Will Jor-
dan.  He started as an actor with a theater company in 
Red Bank NJ but was not comfortable with that profes-
sion.  His big break was winning on an Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts show. 
  
His first impression of Sullivan was on a local show in 
1950.  He first appeared on Sullivan's TV show in 
1953.  At this time, he came up with the original routine 
of spinning around, cracking his knuckles, and saying 
"we have a really big shew tonight".  In addition to his 
appearances on the Sullivan show (and other TV routines) he's been in seven films - six impersonating Sulli-
van.  They are "I Wanna Hold Your Hand" (1978), "The Buddy Holly Story" (1978), "Elvis" (1979), "The 
Doors" (1991), "Mr. Saturday Night" (1992), and "Down With Love" (2003).  As himself, he was in Woody Al-
len's "Broadway Danny Rose" in 1984.  Also from time to time, he's appeared at corporate functions, done com-
mercials and cartoon voices. 
  
Will's known recording career is fairly sparse with all of them, as you can guess, feature him impersonating Sulli-
van.  On Jubilee SP-900, he does Sullivan on a 2-part "Roast Of The Town" (parodying "Toast Of The Town") 
with impersonations of Liberace and Groucho Marx among others.  He has done product promotions for Oreos, 
Utica Club and a Rowe AMI Jukebox.  Perhaps his best known recording (featured) is of him doing Sullivan sing-
ing/talking the Everly Brothers 1957 hit "Bye Bye Love" in 1960.  In an interview several years ago, Will relates 
that Ed did not like it claiming that "bad things were said in the song".   No specifics were mentioned. 
 
Over the years, Will has been praised for his talent.  In 1958, Variety called him "trigger quick" and an "attractive 
personality".  Some time ago when Woody Allen hosted the Tonight Show and Will was a guest, Allen told him 
he was "a genius at mimicry", great praise indeed. 
 

JUST FOR THE RECORD    
Lesser Known Jewish Recording Artists  
 

~ Contributed by Charles Berger 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.   
Same products, same prices, same service.  

 

Support Congregation Adath Israel  
by starting your shopping at:   

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965 

Congregation Adath Israel 

      Shop at 
 

 

and Amazon will make a donation to: 

CEMETERY PLOTS AVAILABLE 
 

FOR FAMILIES OF CAI MEMBERS 
 

Adath Israel Cemetery  
(a division of B’nai Israel Cemetery) 

 

472 Moose Hill Road, Monroe, CT 
 

Information packets are available.  

Please contact Susan Rubin at  

office@congadathisrael.org  

or call 203-426-5188. 
 

Price increase—effective April 15 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1365965
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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THE NEZVESKY SCHOOL 

 

 

On March 12 we celebrated Purim with a Megillah reading enhanced with music and song led by Yossi 
Kohrman-Glaser and a Purim Carnival with a variety of activities.  The activities included games, sand 
art and coloring and new prizes supplied by Laura Goldstein and Eric Vine. An exciting time was had 
by all.  I'd like to thank the upper school for helping to set up and Robyn Anton, Jacob Schectman, 
Jack, Megan and Jonathan Nahmias, Mark and Bonnie Rebb, Allie Tassiello, Adrianna and Spencer 
Tingley for helping out during the event.  A very special thank you goes to Laura Goldstein and Eric 
Vine for their assistance all the way through--they found new games and prizes, helped set up and 
helped run the games.  Todeh Rabbah! 
 
On March 19, the upper grades took a field trip to Southbury Federation to hear a lecture by Izzy 
Ezagui, an American born, one-armed squad commander in the Israeli Defense Force.  It was a very 
well attended and interesting lecture and our students were joined with students and adults from 
synagogues throughout the area. 
 
In April we will be holding our model Seder and the 
first of the B'nai Mitzvah celebrations.  On Sun-
day, April 2 we will hold a model Passover Seder 
during Religious School where the children will 
have a chance to participate, practice the songs 
and learn about the history of Passover.  Parents 
are encouraged to attend as well.  We are also 
pleased to announce that three of the Adult Ed 
participants will be called to the Torah as adult 
B'nai Mitzvah on Saturday, April 1.  Mazel Tov to 
Tracy Benham, Ival Kovner, and Jim Arena.   
 
Also, Harrison Silverman will be called to the To-
rah on Saturday, April 22.  Harrison is the first of 
our seventh grade to become Bar Mitzvah this 
year and we look forward to this event.  Mazel Tov 
to Harrison and the Silverman family. 
 

David Smith, Education Chair 
203-364-1788   

educationchair@congadathisrael.org 

 

Ima Abba v’Ani 
 

Pre-School Playgroup  
For children ages 2, 3, 4, and 5  

(not yet in school) 
 

Join us on the following Sundays for Jew-
ish learning, songs, and crafts.  All children 
MUST be accompanied by a parent or care-
giver.  This program is open to both mem-
bers and non-members and is FREE! 
 
DATES & topics are as follows: 
 

• April 2, 2017 – Passover 

• May 7, 2017 – Israel Independence Day,   
   Lag B’Omer, Shavuot 

• May 21, 2017 – graduation / end of year 
  festivities 

TIME:  9:30 – 10:30 AM 
 
A “themed” snack will be provided.  If your 
child has allergies, you may want to provide 
a Kosher (dairy/pareve) snack for your 
child. 
 
Teacher: Mrs. Mardi Smith 
 
For further information or to register for 
this class, please call Adath Israel at  
203-426-5188 or Email us at: 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 

 

ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THE NEWSLETTER 

 

Business card size:  $10 monthly / $90 yearly 
1/4 page: $15 mo. / $135 yr. 
1/2 page: $25 mo. / $225 yr. 
Full page: $45 mo. / $405 yr. 

 

Email:  newsletter@congadathisrael.org 

mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
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MEGILLAH READING  

SUNDAY MARCH 12 

Photos by 
Leslie  

Murray 
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PURIM CARNIVAL 

SUNDAY MARCH 12 

 

Photos by Leslie Murray 
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Community Care and Share  

Committee 
 

The Community Care and Share Committee has 
had a quiet month.  I would personally like to 
thank everyone for their well wishes during my 
recent illness.  I’m happy to report that I‘m much 
better and have returned to work full time.  Our 
committee will meet again the end of April.  In 
the meantime, if anyone knows of a congregant 
who would benefit from any of our services, 
please contact Sue Morse at:  
suemorse50@gmail.com. 
 

Susan Littlefield  
Secretary 

 
Men’s Club Now Forming 

 
Contact Steve Vine  

 
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org 

CLUBS & COMMITTEES 

BOOK CLUB FIELD TRIP TO NYC 
 

The Congregation Adath Israel Book Club 
had its first field trip on March 19th.  We 
went to NYC to see an off Broadway play 
called "Not That Jewish."  It was a one 
woman 90 minute hilarious autobiograph-
ical monologue.  We had the pleasure of 
meeting and had our photo taken with the 
star of the show.  The show was preceded 
by a delicious brunch.  The 8 theater goers 
were:  Amy Greenfield, Rhonda Greifinger, 
Katherine Kohrman, Jody Altenhof, Lynn 
Wiener, Marina Arena, Rachael Sherwood 
and Susan Littlefield. 
 

It was a very fun day and we hope to do more field trips in the future.  We encourage new members to 
join the Book Club. 

SISTERHOOD 

Join today! 

Contact Bonnie Goldstein 

sisterhood@congadathisrael.org 

mailto:brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:SISTERHOOD
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  

 

MAH JONG  

MADNESS 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mondays 7:00 PM  
at Adath Israel 

 

For both experienced and  
beginner players 

 

Adath Israel  
Women’s Book Club 

The next meeting of the Adath Israel Book Club will be on Monday 

April 3rd at 7:30 P.M. at the home of Amy Greenfield.  We invite all 

members to join our club.  We choose a variety of genres of literature 

to discuss. The current book we are reading is: 

And After The Fire,   by Lauren Belfer  
 

Even if you haven’t read the book, consider joining us and helping to 

choose our next book.  We usually meet bimonthly. If interested, 

please email Amy Greenfield at aswgreenfield@aol.com. 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

 
 
 

 

444 Main Street North   Southbury, CT 06488   
203-267-3177   www.jfed.net 
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 … and let us not forget 

IN MEMORIAM   Yahrzeits:  April 2017 CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Office Phone: 203-426-5188 
 

Rabbi Barukh Schectman 
rabbi@congadathisrael.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Susan Rubin 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 

2016 – 2017 Officers of the Board 
 

President:  Bob Rubinstein 
president@congadathisrael.org 

 

Vice - President:  Amy Greenfield 
Vice - President:  Rosalie Newman 

Vice - President:  Susan Wilson 
vicepresident@congadathisrael.org 

 

Treasurer:  Dan Greenberg 
treasurer@congadathisrael.org 

 

Secretary:  Jim Arena 
secretary@congadathisrael.org 

 

Member at Large:  Lauren DiMartino 
Member at Large:  Jessica Sachs 

 

2016 – 2017 Committee Chairpersons 
 

Birthday Books:  Mardi Smith 
 

Education Chairperson:  David Smith 
educationchair@congadathisrael.org 

 

School Parent Coordinator:  Cara Tingley 
parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org 

 

Teen Volunteer Coordinator:  Stacey Schumer 
 

Care & Share Committee:  Susan Morse 
 

Fundraising:  available  
fundraising@congadathisrael.org 

 

Honorarium:  Susan Rubin 
office@congadathisrael.org 

 

House:  Mark Silverman 
house@congadathisrael.org 

 

Membership:  Leah Newman 
membership@congadathisrael.org 

 

Men’s Club:  Steve Vine 
brotherhood@congadathisrael.org 

 

Newsletter:  Susan Rubin 
newsletter@congadathisrael.org 

 

Programs:  Jodi Markowsky 
programs@congadathisrael.org 

 

Publicity:  Karen Klein 
publicity@congadathisrael.org 

 

Ritual:  Katherine Kohrman 
ritual@congadathisrael.org 

 

Safety:  David Wiener 
safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org 

 

Sisterhood:  Bonnie Goldstein 
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org 

7 Apr 11 Nisan Jeffry Nezvesky, Brother of  Janis Schertzer, Jay 
and Joel Nezvesky 

8 Apr 12 Nisan Jerry Wiener, Father of David Wiener 

9 Apr 13 Nisan Louis Rubinstein, Father of Robert Rubinstein 

9 Apr 13 Nisan Sue Shapiro, Mother of Diane Gamse 

13 Apr 17 Nisan Gloria Brotman, Sister of Florence Rubinstein 

14 Apr 18 Nisan Kalman Spigel, Father of Ruth Theaman 

15 Apr 19 Nisan Helen Rubenstein, Mother of David Rubenstein 

17 Apr 21 Nisan Richard Mott, Father of Sara Barnes 

21 Apr 25 Nisan Mark Chanko, Father of Eric Chanko 

25 Apr 29 Nisan Reba Spivak, Sister of Joyce Goldin 

25 Apr 29 Nisan Thomas Flint, Father of Rachel Lattin 

26 Apr 30 Nisan Irving Weiss, Brother of Florence Rubinstein 

28 Apr 2 Iyar Rose Heyman, Aunt of Jay Slomka 

29 Apr 3 Iyar Katie J. Chiprut, Grandmother of Jack Nahmias 

30 Apr 4 Iyar Jack Altenhof, Brother of Jodi Altenhof 

30 Apr 4 Iyar Seymour Naidich, Father of Michelle Tenenbaum 

1 Apr 5 Nisan Alex Lonky 

3 Apr 7 Nisan Goldie Chernoff Freedman 

7 Apr 11 Nisan Max Busker 

9 Apr 13 Nisan Harry N. Newman 

9 Apr 13 Nisan Rachel Geller 

11 Apr 15 Nisan Jacob Nezvesky 

11 Apr 15 Nisan Katie Rachel Epstein 

13 Apr 17 Nisan Hannah Kaufman 

20 Apr 24 Nisan Samuel Smolen 

21 Apr 25 Nisan Esther Lee Nezvesky 

25 Apr 29 Nisan Isaac Goldstein 

BRONZE MEMORIAL NAMEPLATE 
 

If you wish to install a memorial nameplate in the sanctuary,  
please contact Susan Rubin at 203-426-5188 or by email  

office@congadathisrael.org 

In Sympathy 
 

Our condolences to Marc Rubin and family on the  
passing of his father, Sherwin Rubin  

mailto:rabbi@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:president@congadathisrael.org
mailto:vicepresident@congadathisrael.org
mailto:treasurer@congadathisrael.org
mailto:secretary@congadathisrael.org
mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:parentcoordinator@congadathisrael.org
mailto:fundraising@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:house@congadathisrael.org
mailto:membership@congadathisrael.org
mailto:brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
mailto:programs@congadathisrael.org
mailto:publicity@congadathisrael.org
mailto:ritual@congadathisrael.org
mailto:safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org
mailto:sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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HOST  

AN ONEG  

OR KIDDUSH 

 

Hosting a Friday Oneg or Saturday Kid-
dush is performing a Mitzvah for our 
community.  After services is a time 
when we have a chance to slow down 
and catch up on the weekly events 
with our fellow congregants. 
 

It’s not only a Mitzvah, but a way for 
you to celebrate an event in your fami-
ly and share the good news with our 
congregation. Many people host to 
commemorate birthdays, anniver-
saries, engagements, awards, gradua-
tions, victories and other happy occa-
sions. You may also host in memory of 
a loved one.  Of course, you don’t 
need a reason to host and you may 
also buddy up and host with a friend. 
 

If you wish to participate in this Mitz-
vah or for more information, please  
e-mail the office at 
office@congadathisrael.org  
 
 

Friday Oneg Dates Available 
 

April 7, 14 
May 5, 12 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 31 
August 11, 25 

 
 

Saturday Kiddush Dates Available 
 

June 24 
 
 

Celebrate a special day with us!  
 

 
Honor an achievement, birthday or  

anniversary. Do a mitzvah. Sponsor an  
Oneg or Kiddush this year. 

 

 
Reserve your date now! 

 

DONATIONS 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions to temple funds: 

  

General Fund 

 

Susan Wilson in memory of her father, Stephen Portnoy 
Rachel Schrank in memory of David Rubenstein 
The Block Family in memory of Theresa Block 
Alyce Block in memory of Theresa Block 
Bud & Bernice Ullmann in honor of the anniversary of Charles & Rosalind 
 Berger 
Rosalind Berger in memory of her mother, Tillie Levy 
Bob & Florence Rubinstein in memory of Bob’s father, Louis Rubinstein 
Florence & Bob Rubinstein in memory of Florence’s sister, Gloria Brotman 
Florence & Bob Rubinstein in memory of Florence’s brother, Irving Weiss 
Florence & Bob  Rubinstein memory of Florence’s father, Charles Weiss 
Jay & Gilda Slomka in memory of Rose Heyman and Myron Nowes 
 

Caring Community Fund 

 

Robert & Bonnie Goldstein in memory of Bonnie's mother, Barbara    
 Magilnick 
Michelle & Steve Tenenbaum 
 

Education Fund 

 

Sylvia Nahoum in memory of her mother, Marie Glantz 
Susan Morse in memory of her husband, Neil Morse 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

The Rubenstein & Brault families  
 

THANK YOU  

TO OUR MARCH ONEG SPONSORS 

 

Friday, March 3— Shabbat Across America attendees 
Friday, March 17—The Membership Committee honoring our New Members 
Friday, March 24— Charles & Rosalind Berger in honor of their anniversary 

For those of you wishing to make donations,  

we currently have the following funds: 

 
General - to cover the cost of operating and maintaining the synagogue. 
 
Building - to cover the cost of the mortgage, maintenance, repairs and 
upgrades. 
 
Education - to cover the cost of books, special educational programs, 
teacher salaries & other learning materials. 
 
Caring Community Fund - to strictly cover the costs incurred by the 
Care and Share Committee in helping our members in time of need. 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund - to be used for synagogue business  
and as the Rabbi directs, such as: Jewish educational materials; books / 
periodicals related to Jewish Life; funding for special programs.  

mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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