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heal th and spirit . forthtohelp $eeup antnthe foodfakda v o @n aanord personal note, teaching your
Yashark oacho [trans. gamesndownstairsy Thanks to Lauren Mill&ids to cook isareally good thing. Alis

Recognitionodo] t o o dorprapaing the student recitatioa of the supervising their Sninute daily Hebrew
Editor ard producer in chief, Doug Hin Hanuka cards they made four military.  reading ritualhence the parent signature

Doug is doinga splendid joband here Thanks to all our studentgho made shee}l. Keep up the good wkipaents!
are severahuancesiad innovations that  Hanukiyahs, and those wherote and Teach your kids to cook and get them
truly excite, such as clegohotoresolution performed their Hanuka song parodies used to reading Hebrew for 5 minutes a day
and freedom talternewslettelengthat no theywere superbThanksto CaraTingly and we 61l | bot hoab,eur very

cost People whaapture pictures or any a finebaker ancchef, for her help with the 10-yearold can cook a delicious pancake
other print items of interest, @Esesend 7" gradelatke project downstairs as well alsreakfast and engage Bis/earold brother
them tonewsletter@congadathisrael.org Bobd Boss andRubinsteinfor their help  and sister [Shane and Charlotte] ifpiieg

Doug (alsoon Membership suggeste@ with the 4" and 8" grade Latke project. him including setting and clearing the
newcolumnfor telling interesting stories | caught David Wiener raking and table. HereadsHebrewpretty well too. |
ofour me mb.eFssgfestediwe e blowing leaves at the old building again am most thankful for small miracles like
begin this series with the stoof Doug lastmont h. I t 6 s a ma zthintlatletmte eatch pfewvagrd winksjofu s t
himself. Please look for the launch of thigget things don&vithout being asked sleep and feel my children are on a good
new column! As your Rabbi have the That was actually the life skill | was  path visa-vis their spiritual development
pleasure of getting to know more of you going for in my lesson plan in our Latke | was impressed with the energy and
than you yourself know of each other. Asproject; teachingnowto seea situation and quality of the Zumba and love to see our
such, I wish to lubricatthe hinges on our figure aut how toproductively tacklehe  building bustling with this energyWe
social door s s mord h ejéct. [Thestudents@nd b gpakerabout have some vacancy to rent to any number
easily. We have many fascinating peoplethis when looking at the mess we had to of vendors.Please sharany leadn new
in our community who have stories and lifelean g at the Latke frying project. client to rent our buildingvith the board
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in terms of fellowship and learning. what needs to beodn e . 0 And rabbieock@bptodlieemetThanks to
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party. Special thanks to DJ Eddie who can instantly decodand problensolve Praverds to all of o
weavechi s A DJO6nessoO t Wwhemevegneededh el t 6 8 mf u n rblgssingh af peace &ind &ll gdods things.
while totally flexible withusheaing the obvious to us is a life skill olidsarejust Happy Hanuka to the Jews, Merry
choir singandkids parodies, lighting the learning. They sathebass for successful Christmas to the Christians and Peace on
Hanuka candles, singing a few communityeaching is being mindful your students Earth to the entire family of mankind.
songsandeci ti ng Had mo t maynobknosvranythingalzodt the subjectBeth, Noah, Shane and Charlotte join with
Special thanks to thé"grade class who  youde teaching, bé academics or life me in wishing you all a wonderful new
madesweetpotatobeet/mion latkes and  skills. Some kids never cracked an egg Gregorian year filled with blessings of
also cleaned up! And for our school before. Itsurpri e but it was also health, joy and prosperity!
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INTERFAITH FAMILIES
AT ADATH ISRAEL

This past monthhe Ritual committee
madea unanimous decision to change a
long-standingsynagoguepolicy relating to
interfaith families which received Board
approval at the December Board meetin
From now on, all family members are
welcome to stand together on the Bimah
any time during a service or other religio|
event. This meanson-Jewsh spouses,
grandparents, stepildren, etc., are now
welcome to accompany their Jewish fani
members to the Bimah for all Aliyahs, Ar
Opening#&Closings, and all other honors
ritual activities which may arise. Ogpal
here is on inclusion argktting a welcom
atmospherdor familiesto mark celebra
tions and other events together. We wa
our synagogue to be a community wherg
families and family choices are respecte
and to be a gathering place where famili
feel comfortable being togetheWe will
continue our standing policy out of respe
for the sacred and uniquely Jewish aspe|
of Torah, only Jewish family membemsay
handle the Torabr reciteTorahblessings.

We understand that there may be strqg
emotions involved in thipolicy change.
For some this is a long overdue revampi
For others, however, it may raise concer

and questions about the directions Adath

Israel is moving in. We would like to
welcome all congregants who are
interested to come to the next Ritual
Comnittee Meeting to hear our thoughts
on this subject and to give us a chance t
hear yours. Our next meeting is schedu
for Tuesday evening January®3t 7:30
PM. Please join us.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

A new membership directory was sent
Email onDecember 12, 2011 to all of 9
members who have furnished us with
Email address. If we do not have vy
Email address or your Email address
changed and you would like a directq
please let us know by sending a notd
office@congadathisrael.ordf you do not
have Email and would like a directo
please call the synagogue and leav|

RITUAL COMMITTEE IS LOOKING
FOR A NEW MEMBER

é é
Please consider joining the Adath Israel

» sometimedifth) Tuesday of each month.
SNe ar®busy @reuid the High Holidays.

demanding. We consider and discuss
t h enai Blifizvah preparations, and

high level of ritual knowledge is not a
prerequisite for the position. A desire to

Kohrman, Ritual Committee Chair, at
Ritual@congadathisrael.arg

.

PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

at
us Join us for our Preschool Playgroup
happening Decembel"4Chanukah) and
January8( Tu B 6 S hopeyau chn.
iflpin us. It is for children from ages 2to 5
k(kids not yet enrolled in Kindergarten).
DI
9:30-:11 am on the datdisted below. We

ask that a parent or caregiver remain with Me n 6 s

the child during the class and that you
hbring a small snack and drinlbue to
» student allergis, please ensure thae
dsnack is nufree (i.e. no peanut butter
eether nutproducts).

If you have not already been to a
gblaygroup class, we teach the children
cbout the Jewish holidays in an age

and dace with the Rabbi, and have a
MGREAT time. We arefortunateto have

ngnd | will be the parent liaisorThis class
nis free to attend.

o February 12, 241 Shabbat
o March 4, 2027 Purim
o April 1, 20127 Passover
0 May 6, 2027 Israel Independence
o) Day (Yom HaAtzmaut) L ag
edo June 3, 2027 graduation / end of
year picnic

If you know ofare any other families
that may be interested in attending this
wonder f ul
withyou. Did Imenton t hat
Bou can contact me anytime if you have
ua ny

B

banarkowskyj@yahoo.com.
has

ry, PURIM PLAY
to
| t 6 s Matheeid ofschool!
,
e a

message for SusgRubin).

The rest of the year is fairly quiet and ronMa r ¢ h

getinvolved is. Please contact Katherine

ROAR!

Great News! Due to popular demand, The
Little House That Roared concert planning

Ritual Committee. We meet on the first (@ommittee is proud to announce that

Grammy Award Winner, Folk Singer Mr.
Tom Chapin will be our headlin&unday,
25t h 2ankh®esodnP M.
performer and an awesome man. Further

issues of Jewish ritual, monitor and suppatétails are coming. In ghmeantime, go

ahead and jot that down on your calendar.

address concerns of the congregation. A

MENS CLUB AND BINGO

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! We hope 2012
is a happy, healthy and prosperous one for
you and the Synagogue!

Due to the Holiday Season, things have
slowed down for many of usyéluding
Men és CIl @& been littleTnoeement
on the BINGO front to date, but we hop
with the rejuvenation of the New Year that
will change. We are hoping BINGO can
bring in a steady income to the Temple on
a monthly basis. We are planning on

This program meets each month fromholding our monthly BINGO nights on

Sundays due to a variety of reasons.
C | ingtfor Adath Israelo k
congregarg (male and female) to assist in
different areas of the BINGO processich
as Marketing, Planning and Logistics
(A/V type of stuff) and once a month set
up and cleatup (you can volunteer for one
night, a few nights or every month).

To volunteer and help Adath Israel
bring CASH BINGO to our Synagogue,

appropriate way, we make crafts, we singplease contacdndrew Paley at 203233

2803 orsaeb@mac.conwith whatever
youcanhelp with. As we get closer to

Mikayla Saunders as our teacher this yeamakingthis a reality, wél have more info.

Most importantly, right now, we need a
few good people to help with planning and
logistics. Please call if interested.
Haveany ideador fundraising events,
guy-gettogethers and fun eveft§lease
let us knowso we can try and bring them to
fruition! Again, thank you for your support
and mewe a Happy New Year!

I SincerelyMends Cl ub
Andrew Paley, Keith Baron and Bétoss

programépl e NEWSLETTERONLINEY e m
i tos

free?
Current and past copies of the newsletter

guesti onsé My -h cande foundrob ther synageguevieisite,
4266022 and you can-mail me as well at www.congadathisrael.org

MEETUP FOLLOW -UP!

The DecembeMe et up at
had over 2 dozen ppte show up. | guess
we like to gather and maybe drinRespite
thepl aceds Gentil e
place to be, with goodband playing.

Execuf

Proud

name
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi: Shaul Praver st K t
rabbi@congadathisehorg 'Qg “ ’
Administrative AssistantSusan Rubin
office@congadathisrael.org Theatre compnng

20117 2012 Officers of the Board
President: Bob Foss
president@congadathistamg
Vice PresidentTod Bogdanoff
vicepresident@congadathisrael.org o
Treasurer: Bonnie Goldstein
treasurer@congadathisrael.org
SecretaryJackNahmias
secretary@congadathisrael.org Presents
Member at LargeDavid Elfenbein .
Member at LargeMark Silverman

ImmediatePast Presidentvlichael Doery B u tc h e |"’ S C a b | ]

Chairperson of the Boar&ndrew Paley

chair@congadathisrael.org A New Play
20111 2012 Committee Chairpersons By Sta rring
Birthday Books:Shane Silverman .
Education CeChair: Jodi Bialik Kent R. Brown Keir Dullea
educationchair@congadathisrael.org ) ) ) ) ) )
Educadion Co-Chair: llanit PonyLevitin With Kim Maresca, Emily Roberts, Katie Sparer, Michael Wright
educationchair@congadathisrael.org Directed by Kate Katcher

Federation Ref\eil Morse
FundraisingDavid Wiener
fundraising@congadhisrael.org
Honorarium:Susan Rubin

JANUARY 14TH

office@congadathisrael.org 7:30 p'.m.
House:Marc Rubin The Alexandria Room at
house @congadathisrael.org Edmond Town Hall

Membership CeChair: Jodi Markowsky
membership@congadathisrael.org
Membership CeChair: Lynn Wiener
membership@congadathisrael.org
Me n 6 s Andrew Paley
brotherhood @congadathisrael.org

45 Main Street, Newtown

Reserve through Adath Israel Sisterhood &
$5.00 will be donated to the Synagogue for

Tickets- $25

NewsletterDouglas Fink ($30 at the door) each tlcket sold. _
newsletter@congadathisrael.org Contact Bonnie Goldstein at
Programs(position available) Includes coffee and bhgoldstein18@aol.com

Publicity: David Smith dessert by Andrea’s or call her at 203-459-0089

publicity@congadathisrael.org
Ritual: Katherine Kohrman
ritual@congadathisrael.org
Safety:Jonas Rosenthal
safetycommittee @congaitiésrael.org FOCUS ON FEDERATION

Pastry Shop

You Can Become a Reading Partner

SisterhoodBonnie Goldstein January i February 2012 The Jewish Federation is looking for
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org theijf.org volunteers who want to help a child learn
For local, national and internationawish to read.You would have to commit to
news, | og on to t hevorkingwithsa studéneodechouad weekm@atd s
. i new website. Set your home page to see allocal Danbury elementary school.
fil could have paid to put an ad here | the news you need to know! Volunteers choose the day and time they
but 1 didnot andl now 'no one know are available. Call the Federation for more
aboutmy business. o Afternoon Book Club information, 203792-6353.
. ) The afternoon book club meets at 1:30 pm
Donodt T et this nRRISWSH EeleradoR dfficeThe SAVE THE DATE

January 17 sel ecteidodheannsal 20IP WA F&lgian &ala Ho u s
by Nicola Kraus. There will be no meetinghonoring Laurie and Eitan Kilchevsky will

in Februar%/ Newcomers always welcoméke held this year on Sunday, April*™8t
emi el

Write an article, or pay for an ad.

Do an appeal Dond6t bhe 6:00pm at the Amber Room in Danbury.

Formal invitationsare forthcoming
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ASK THE RABBI:

Q: Is it permissible to
play musical instruments
on Shabbat andere
musical instruments
played onShabbat irthe
Temple in ancient Israel

A:For our Acontempo
synagogue, | posit that it is perfectly
permissible for us to make use of musical
instruments in our services and in our
social hall on Shabbahd holidays. The

THE PLAY®6S THE THI EDECATION COMMITTEE

Join the Adath Israel Sisterhood at Stray We had a wonderful Chanukah
Kat s Theat mextp@senaiantelebration during school on December
AButcher 6s Cabi no, 18" TReeHidreW énfoyed thaditiorfalfood
playwright Kent R. Brown, starring Keir  jncluding latkes and jelly donuts. A big
Dullea, Saturday, January1dt 7:3@m  ihank you must go to David and Lynn
For every ticket sold, SKTC will donate $3yjiener for cooking countless latkes. The

back to Adath Israel! o
. . .. . aroma permeated the building. There were
r &Sway Kats isa S04 c3yndit-pirofite 0 crafts, games and music, which the

organizaion bringing professional theatre children enioved as well. @burse. we
to Newtown. Performing in the Alexandriahad our an:]u);l Chanuki.yah contést

Room at Edmond Town Hall, SKTC . .
currently offers staged readings of (;ongratulatlons to Rosie Barc_m_, who won
Jirst place, as well as Drew Williams,

guestion is not without controversy thougltontemporary classic plays and new wor [
As such here areome links on the subjectwith adult themes as they build recognition2coP Clements and Gillian Rosenthal,

below so we can all become more familiain the community and build aaudience. ~ FUnnersup.

with the discussion. On the question of Each evening includes peslay A few dates to remember for January
whether musical instruments were playeddiscussionc o f f ee and de saéeeJ@nUaWI?WOhr 6K arage dingesa

on Shabbat in the Holy terigpof ancient  Pastry Shop. January 28 for 5" Grade luncheon. When

Israel, you will find not only fromme,but @A But cher 6s Cabi no yourglass paenisreaghput ® yod, pleasey
from nearly all authorities sources the  man who has been released from prison éxelp out. These events are fun for students
ansver t o be a r es ouoodpasspnate Raweand réturnstothe and parents ali ke. Thi

scene of his crime, his boyhoodrhe, to
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_ofmusic_in_the rebuild what is left of his life.
Biblical period Actor Keir Dullea 001, A Space

themselves however. Our class parents are
veterans at organizing these events, but
they need help.

http:/kolzimrah.info/news/my_shabbat_soul_sings/ Odyssey; 2010; David & Lisa; Bunny Lake |n spite of the very mild weather, we

Is Missing; Butterflies Are Frgds slated
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Pto appear in the title role.

ayer/Prayer Music_and_Liturgy/Music_and_Prayer/ Kent R. Browris an awarelvinning
musical_instruments.shtml playwright with works poduced throughout

http://libertarianjew.blogspot.com/2009/11/playing
musicatinstrumentson-shabbat.html

and the USA. He lives in Fairfield, Conn.
Tickets are just $25 ($30 at the door). To
reserve, contact Bonnie Goldstein at

http://www.koach.org/documents/halleluyah

packet.pdf bhgoldstein18@aol.coor call her at 20359
0089.
CHANUKAH THANK YO l‘&/Per%bership in Action 1 Calling all
Shalom Members!

We woud like to thank all the volunteersT
that helped andll the families that donated
the delicious food for our Chanukah partyt id dat g ts. W
Special thanks t&abbi Praver for our 0 provige upaates on congrevents. vve

fabulous Chanukiyot Contest. A special find this is a lovely way to check in with

he membership committee will soon be

Canada, Belgium, The Netherlands, Australia

calling all members to solicit feedback and

mustassume that snow will cagvat some
point. Please remember to check your e
mail and the news stations for
cancellations. Of course, your safety
should be your guide. Even if the Temple
is open, nbeveryone can get out of a steep
driveway or snowcovered road in bad
weather.

As always, if you have any concerns or
questions, please reach out to us. We hope
that 2012 will be wonderful year for all.

1 The Education Committee

Save the Date i 2/4/12
Celebrate Adult Membership Night
Reggae Night at the Shul

thank toDavid Wiener for baking all the each of our members as to what they e.”j°>
latkes thatve eat most about the synagogue. The committeq

- looks forward to talking to each member of
Ha\é\gjhﬁg?iggys?” Happy Chanukah! our synagogue. This feedback is then
' forwarded to relevant committeeschis
used for preparation of events, additions of
feedback for planning. The committee
makes every effort to connect with all
rs. df for any reason we have
FOOD DRIVE THANK gfu le connecting please call one of the
standing chairs to provide feedback. You
can reacllodi Markowsky at 20326
022 or Lynn Wiener at 20370-2916

llanit & Jodi
Education CeChair

6:00pm Havdallah
7-10pm Dinner & Dancing

Sisterhood would like to thank you all for

your donations for the Food Drivé.am Pot Luck Dinner

sure the local food pantries will be please BYOB

as wehave given them all the items from ome or 9147158380 cell. Come share the warmth at this
e o . _

their wish list! We were able to give The Little House That Roared Island oasis!

donations to the Newtown Food Pantry, as
well as the Monroe Food Panty.

T Bonnie Goldstein
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MATISYAHU: LIGHT A FIRE
FOR HANUKKAH MUSIC
for NPR
by MATISYAHU
with SIMCHA LEVENBERG

Matisyahu is a Hasidicaggae musician
living in Brooklyn. This is a special essay
he wrote on Hanukkah music.

Guest Writer Matisyahu

Amazon.conhas 48,322 Christmas
albums for sale, but only 212 Hanukkah
CDs. That's 227 Chstmas albums for
every one Hanukkah album. Even taking
into account that Christians outnumber
Jewish people 76 to 1, there is still a hugt
lack of Hanukkah music. Over the past 1!
years, there have been thousands of Jew
singersongwriters. Where islahe
Hanukkah music?

First and foremost, Christians care
about holiday music. Jews, not so much.
Christianity, caroling actually matters. It's

been a part of Christmas for more than 5(

years. The first English Hanukkah song, '
had a little dreidl," is less than 100 years

old, and since then, very little else has be

produced.

Is it possible Hanukkah doesn't inspird

folksy songs? Plot lines may be a part. T
Christmas story has a lot of material to
work with. There's Jesus and his biitte
wise men, their gifts and tons of
frankincense. Then there's Santa, his
reindeer, his elves and his drunken

escapades over Grandma. Songs that are
even remotely connected to Christmas ar
now officially canonized Christmas tunes.”

"Frosty the Snowmah"Jingle Bells" and
"Winter Wonderland" never mention
anything religious but are still notches in
Christmas' belt of musical dominance.
Hanukkah is a straight linear story. The
underdog Jews miraculously defeat the

huge Greek army, and the Menorah in the

Holy Temple miraculously stays lit for

eight days. There's less to draw from, anc® 2

it weren't for Adam Sandler, Hanukkah
music wouldn't get any radio play at all.

But the real reason Jews don't have
more Hanukkah music is that historically,
American Jewish singesongwriters were
too busy making Christmas music.

[Continued on top of next column]

"White Christmas," "Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer," "Silver Bells" and "The
Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting)"
were all written by Jews. Both Neil
Diamaond and Barbra Streisand have theirg
own Christmas albums. The No. 1 best
selling Christmas album of all time is fro
Kenneth Bruce Gorelick, the Jewish
smoothjazz legend Kenny G. American
Jews have always produced a lot of holid &=
music, just not Hanukkatmusic. y

Jewish musicians might feel more
inclined to make Hanukkah music if they 8. BB - 31 Prace winn R i)
knew that someone would actually want t -
listen to it. Until the holiday music market| '
shows it can support Hanukkah songs, it's
highly unlikely that we will ever hear
Jewsh holiday music at the mall, or the gs
station, or the DMV, or on every radio
station that Santa currently rules.

Is it possible that one day the tide ma
turn, that Jews and Christians will come §
together in the studio and start making
Hanukkah musi? Will we ever get to hear
Drake and Rihanna's hit single,
"Hanukkah's Sexy Love Lights"®laybe,
but it would take a real Hanukkah miracle|

http://www.npr.org/blogs/allsongs/2010/1
102/131699442/matisyaHight-a-fire-for-

chanukakmusic

”

Chanukiyall Contest- First Place Winner
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