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Adath Israel Tradition 
Serving the Adath Israel Chavurah since 1904 
(The Little Synagogue that Could: First building: 1919, First rabbi: 1923) 
Ritual: Conservative       Social: Progressive    Oneg Shabbats: Priceless 

 

             

 
 

December, 2011 

 

 
 

Kislev 5772 ð 
Tevet 5772 

MENS CLUB AND BINGO  

 

Dear Congregation Adath Israel, 

     First, I would like to Congratulate all of 

Sisterhood, especially Rita Frost, Bonnie 

Goldstein and Nancy Bamberg on putting 

on another fun, exciting and fruitful 

Mediterranean Magic event.  The food was 

great, the dancers were beautiful and 

amazing to watch and the Congregants that 

attended all seemed to enjoy themselves 

and each otherôs company. 

     Secondly, I would like to personally 

thank the people who helped set up and 

break down after the event.  There was lots  

to do on each end and it got done and done 

well.  So thanks to all that helped (I will try 

to list them here, but with a memory like a 

sieve lately, please forgive me if I forget to 

list you):  Jack Nahmias, Mark Silverman, 

Curtis Urbina, David Weiner, Dane Unger, 

Doug Fink, David Smith, Bob Foss, Tod 

Bogdanoff, Keith Baron and I know I left 

out a few others, so I apologize upfront. 

     The Bingo Committee continues to 

meet, plan and become licensed to hold 

cash Bingo at our Temple.  We still need 

help for it to begin successfully, possibly 

some small/large monetary donations or 

equipment donations to help seed this event 

(Contact Andrew Paley, Bob Foss or Keith 

Baron)é We do have a little money stored 

away for very basic equipment and starter 

amounts of the materials.  We do want a 

big kick off though and are hoping to get 

this off the ground officially in the first  

quarter of 2012é with a possible soft start 

and walk through the month before we are 

ready to go live to the public to work out 

kinksé look for more information in the 

following months. 

     Weôre trying to plan some future events 

as well and are always looking to do more 

to fundraise, but more importantly, to get 

to know each other outside the Temple 

walls and to network with each other (I 

think weôd be amazed how some of our 

lives/careers intertwine without ever even 

knowing)é so please consider joining us 

for any of the fun events coming up. 

 

Upcoming Possible Events é: 

¶ June of 2012é Fishing Trip!!!  

¶ Poker and/or Blackjack Nights and 

Billiard Nights. 

¶ Menôs Night Outé Hey, we need a 
break too, once in awhile! 

¶ Super Bowl and March Madness 

ñboxesò and/or ñBrackets.ò 

¶ Possible Hockey Night with the 

Family with Danbury Whalers or 

Bridgeport Sound Tigers. 

¶ If you have other ideas, please contact 

Andrew Paley at 203-233-2803 or 

saeb@mac.com!!!  

 

Update on BINGO at Adath Israel 

¶ We are moving ahead on getting our 

CT Bingo license.  We will hold 

"Cash Prize" Bingo at our Temple 

one time per month with a goal of 

starting in the First Quarter of 2012. 

¶ This is a HUGE fundraising 

opportunity that reaches outside the 

walls of our Congregation. 

¶ Bingo Committee: Andrew Paley, 

Keith Baron, Bob Foss (others?) 

¶ We are looking for more people to 

get involved with planning 

(Marketing, Logistics, etc.) 

¶ Also needed: people to work Bingo 

nights, be it every month or randomly 

¶ Contact Andrew Paley at 203-233-

2803 or saeb@mac.com to be 

involved!!! 

Menôs Club of Congregation Adath Israel 

wishes you all a very Happy Chanukah and 

a safe, healthy and fruitful New Year!!!  

Talk to you next year! 

 

SISTERHOOD 

Sisterhood will be meeting at Mona Lisa 

Restaurant on December 15
th
 at 7:30 pm. 

Please RSVP by calling Bonnie Goldstein 

203-459-0089 or email at 

bhgoldstein18@aol.com  if you would like 

to attend.  There is still plenty of time to 

join Sisterhood and be included in the fun! 

Dues are $18 for the year.  

     In keeping with our tradition, Adath 

Israel Sisterhood will be collecting 

donations for our local food pantry 

beginning December 1
st
 through the 21

st
.  

  

Some suggested/needed items are:  

ǒ laundry detergent        ǒ shampoo 

ǒ toilet paper                  ǒ toothbrushes 

ǒ toothpaste                    ǒ dish detergent 

ǒ paper towels 

  

Look for our donation box in the lobby.  

Any questions, please call Bonnie 

Goldstein 203-459-0089.  

 

THE PLAYôS THE THING 

 

Kudos to our own Josh Goldman and 

Sami Chanko for brilliant performances in 

the Newtown High School production of 

Pygmalian 

 

MORE FILLING NEEDED  

 

With the new format, the newsletter has 

more room.  Please send me more stuff!It 

can be mazel news, sad news, an article, an 

ad, or probably other things too.  Please e-

mail me at newsletter@congadathisrael.org 

mailto:saeb@mac.com
mailto:saeb@mac.com
mailto:bhgoldstein18@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
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LOCAL VOLUNTEERING  
 
Dear Congregants,  
      I wanted to do some volunteer work for 
the fairly new Jewish High School that 
meets at Bridgeportôs Congregation B'nai 
Israel. Iôm coordinating volunteer services 
for them. The following are ways you can 
help.   Those of you, especially those who 
are retired, may be looking for activities in 
which you can use your expertise to help 
our teens. Substitute teachers are 
desperately needed in all subjects.  Help is 
needed in the office in the following areas: 
good computer skills, answering phones, 
ordering supplies, filing, and updating 
student records.  Two minyanim are held 
each morning for the 30 students in 
attendance.  One is Orthodox; the other is 
Egalitarian. The students have their service 
from 8:10am-8:35. Help is needed on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  
    Please let me know if you would be 
willing to volunteer in any of these areas. 
My phone number is 203-345-9275. My 
email address is savtacarole@msn.com.  
Thanks very much! I'm looking forward to 
hearing from you, Carole Rubin 
 

ZUMBA AT ADATH ISRAEL  

  

     Please join us for Zumba class on 

Saturday, December 10 (and another day 

TBD) from 5 to 6 pm.  It is a fun, great 

workout by a certified-Zumba instructor.  

Classes are $10 each and include 

refreshments and water.  I hope you can 

come join the fun!!!! 

 

EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

     It is hard to believe that December is 

upon us. The year has flown by. We want 

to make you aware of an important 

enhancement we have made to our school. 

To increase the safety of our students, we 

will be locking the Temple doors 15 

minutes after school begins on weekdays 

and unlocking them 15 minutes prior to the 

end of class. On Sundays, we will have a 

Board member present in the lobby to greet 

congregants and visitors. This measure is 

not in response to any incident, but rather 

in keeping in line with what is done at most 

religious schools. We feel that your childôs 

safety is paramount and that we should 

enact the same measures as other schools 

to ensure their safety. 

     December is a busy month for all. Our 

school Chanukah celebration/Chanukiyah 

contest on Sunday, December 18
th
. If you 

can help, please contact Ilanit at 

ponyilanit@yahoo.com. The students 

always seem to be entranced by the beauty 

of the season, and of course, the latkes add 

to the appeal. On December 17
th
, there will 

be a Shabbat luncheon for Grade 7. When 

your class parent contacts you, please try to 

respond by bringing the requested food 

items. Many hands make light work and 

our class parents are just as busy as we all 

are. 

     Mother Nature surprised us early this 

year with an October snow storm. Please 

remember to check for weather related 

cancellations via e-mail and on local radio 

and news channels. The roads may be clear 

where you are, but not necessarily near the 

Temple. Speaking of weather, we have 

decided to use February 21, 22 and 23 as 

weather make up days for school. 

Hopefully, we wonôt have to add more 

days in, but winter has not even officially 

started yet. 

     Until next time, stay warm and 

remember to take some time for yourself 

during this very busy time of year. 

 

Best Wishes, 

The Education Committee 

 

PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP  

 

     Join us for our Preschool Playgroup 

happening December 4
th
 (Chanukah) and 

January 8
th
 (Tu BôShavat).  I hope you can 

join us.  It is for children from ages 2 to 5 

(kids not yet enrolled in Kindergarten). 

      This program meets each month from 

9:30-11 am on the dates listed below.  We 

ask that a parent or caregiver remain with 

the child during the class and that you 

bring a small snack and drink.  Due to 

student allergies, please ensure that the 

snack is nut-free (i.e. no peanut butter or 

other nut products).   

     If you have not already been to a 

playgroup class, we teach the children  

about the Jewish holidays in an age- 

appropriate way, we make crafts, we sing 

and dance with the Rabbi, and have a 

GREAT time.  We are fortunate to have 

Mikayla Saunders as our teacher this year 

and I will be the parent liaison.  This class 

is free to attend.  

 

o January 8, 2011 ï TuBôShvat  

o February 12, 2011 ï Shabbat  

o March 4, 2011 - Purim  

o April 1, 2011 - Passover  

o May 6, 2011 ïIsrael Independence 

Day (Yom HaAtzmaut)/ Lag BôOmer  

o June 3, 2011 ïgraduation / end of year 

picnic  

    If you know of are any other families 

that may be interested in attending this 

wonderful programéplease bring them 

with you.  Did I mention that itôs free? 

You can contact me anytime if you have 

any questionséMy home number is 203-

426-6022 and you can e-mail me as well at 

markowskyj@yahoo.com. 

 

RITUAL COMMITTEE IS LOOKING  

FOR A NEW MEMBER  

 

Please consider joining the Adath Israel 

Ritual Committee.  We meet on the first 

(and occasionally the fifth) Tuesday of 

each month.  We are busy around the High 

Holidays.  The rest of the year is fairly 

quiet and non-demanding.  We consider 

and discuss issues of Jewish ritual, monitor 

and support the Bônai Mitzvah 

preparations, and address concerns of the 

congregation.  A high level of ritual 

knowledge is not a pre-requisite for the 

position.  A desire to get involved is.  

Please contact Katherine Kohrman, Ritual 

Committee Chair, at 

Ritual@congadathisrael.org.   
 

HANUKKAH DANCE PARTY!!!  

 

     Come take a spin with us at our 

Hanukkah Dance Party!   All are welcome!  

Wednesday night, December 21   6:30-

8:30, Adath Israel 115 Huntingtown Road 

Newtown, CT Come out and Play.  Bring 

some friends. Bring some Vinyl & CD?s  --

- our very cool DJ will spin 'em. 

There will be plenty of Latkes and Jelly 

donuts to go around.  Put on your dancing 

shoes and weôll do the Hanukah Boogie! 

     A fancy glitzy flyer with cool graphics 

will  soon to follow. 

 

THE SCHLEPPERS OF MAZEL  

 

Sounds like the title of a childrenôs book, 

eh?  So, who are the schleppers of mazel?  

All events require setup, clean-up and 

breakdown, and all services benefit from 

having an early minyan.  Your presence of 

body can help things happen!  And, it is a 

good way to meet a lot of the people who 

get things done in the shul. 

 

mailto:ponyilanit@yahoo.com
mailto:Ritual@congadathisrael.org


3 

SHALOM AND BLESSINGS OF 

PEACE ï lots oô stuff from the Rabbi 

 

Hanukah 
The first night of Hanukah is Tuesday, 

December 20
th
 and we are having our 

special Hanukah school program Sunday, 

December 18
th
 which includes our annual 

Hanukiyah building contest.  Students 

construct their own Hanukiyot and enter 

them in the contest.   Itôs a ñbig dealò--- we 

always get a lot of contestants.  Over the 

years weôve seen magnificent Hanukiyot.    

First prize is $15, Second prize $10, and 

Third prize is $8.  Every contestant 

receives $1. 

 

Hanukah Party 

We are still in need of volunteers to chair 

and form a planning committee for our 

2011 Hanukah party.  We need some new 

blood.  The usual volunteers are ñtapped 

out,ò and itôs time to step up.  If itôs you 

that is going to be stepping up, please 

contact me so we can start making plans.  

The hour is late and there is much to do.   

Interfaith Bible study  

If you are interested in being part of the 

planning committee for Interfaith Bible 

study, please contact Barbara Baron or  

myself.  The Newtown Clergy are very  

interested in launching this project.  It is on 

our agenda for our next meeting next 

month.  We will start actually planning the 

content of this program. 

Adult Hebrew crash course 

Several people have expressed an interest 

in learning to read Hebrew.  Please RSVP 

to this official invitation to join such a 

Hebrew reading class at Adath Israel. 

Israeli Trip  

Several people have expressed an interest 

in planning a congregational trip to Israel.  

Please RSVP to this official invitation to 

join the Israel trip. 

Security 

The Education committee has initiated 

some security upgrades in effort to keep us 

all safe.  Please bear with us as we begin 

exploring the best method of implementing 

our ideas. 

Choir  

Our Adath Israel is back up and running.  

Please RSVP to this official invitation to 

join the choir. 

Mediterranean Magic 

Much fun was had and a significant chunk 

of money was raised for the Synagogue. 

Congratulations to our committee Chairs, 

Rita Frost and Bonnie Goldstein along with 

their dynamic committee members. 

My family and I wish you all abundant 

blessings at all times. 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Rabbi: Shaul Praver 
rabbi@congadathisrael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Susan Rubin 
office@congadathisrael.org 

2011 ï 2012 Officers of the Board 
President: Bob Foss 

president@congadathisrael.org 
Vice President: Tod Bogdanoff 

vicepresident@congadathisrael.org 
Treasurer: Bonnie Goldstein 

treasurer@congadathisrael.org 
Secretary: Jack Nahmias 

secretary@congadathisrael.org 
Member at Large: David Elfenbein 
Member at Large: Mark Silverman 

Immediate Past President: Michael Doery 
Chairperson of the Board: Andrew Paley 

chair@congadathisrael.org 
 

2011 ï 2012 Committee Chairpersons 
Birthday Books: Shane Silverman 
Education Co-Chair: Jodi Bialik 

educationchair@congadathisrael.org 
Education Co-Chair: Ilanit Pony-Levitin 

educationchair@congadathisrael.org 
Federation Rep: Neil Morse 
Fundraising: David Wiener 

fundraising@congadathisrael.org 
Honorarium: Susan Rubin 

office@congadathisrael.org 
House: Marc Rubin 

house@congadathisrael.org 
Membership Co-Chair: Jodi Markowsky 

membership@congadathisrael.org 
Membership Co-Chair: Lynn Wiener 

membership@congadathisrael.org 
Menôs Club: Andrew Paley 

brotherhood@congadathisrael.org 
Newsletter: Douglas Fink 

newsletter@congadathisrael.org 
Programs: (position available) 

Publicity: David Smith 
publicity@congadathisrael.org 

Ritual: Katherine Kohrman 
ritual@congadathisrael.org 

Safety: Jonas Rosenthal 
safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org 

Sisterhood: Bonnie Goldstein 
sisterhood@congadathisrael.org 

 
DECEMBER 9

th
 SPEAKER  

 
Instead of the Rabbi giving a sermon next 

Friday (December 9), Irwin J. Miller will 

be giving a talk.  Irwin J. Miller was the 

founding president of The Jewish 

Historical Soc. of Lower Fairfield County 

and is its Historian which maintains the 

only Jewish archive in Fairfield County. 

He has taught continuing education courses 

of American Jewish History in Stamford, 

Greenwich, and Elderhostel. 

He has led tours of colonial Jewish New 

York since 1975 as well as that of Cong. 

Jeshuat Israel, its ancient burying ground, 

and existing unmarked dwellings of some 

of the early Jews in Newport.  He is a 

member of the Council of the Gomez/Mill 

House Foundation which maintains the 

oldest existing house built by a Jewish 

family in No. America. Another unusual 

twist to his tour itinerary was that of a 

Revolutionary War era farm house in 

Bedford Village, N.Y. owned by a Jewish 

farmer/innkeeper who established what 

might have been the first Kosher inn in 

Westchester County when Washington was 

president. He initiated the only known 

Glatt Kosher dinner sponsored by The 

JHSLFC and the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, Stamford Chapter. 

Irwin is the co-author with Linda Baulsir of 

"The Jewish Communities of Greater 

Stamford, Greenwich, New Canaan and 

Darienò. He was also a contributor to 

Malcolm Stern's editions of ñAmericans of 

Jewish Descent 1654-1840ò. Mr. Miller is 

the author of the Stamford article in the 

2nd edition of The Encyclopedia Judaica 

published only a few years ago.  

 

OASIS 

 

   WE WELCOME ALL AS YOU ARE! 

Oasis is a community gay-straight alliance 

where 13-19 year old youth regardless of 

sexual orientation, gender identity, race, 

religion, economic status, or physical 

ability may TALK together, BUILD  

community, and offer mutual SUPPORT 

in a relaxed and confidential environment. 

   What happens at the weekly 1.5-hour 

meetings? 

*Pizza 
*DiscussionðOn topics as they come up!  

*Ideas for future meetings 
   If you are outside the age range, we will 

be happy to talk with you and help you find 

support resources. 

   Our team of adult facilitators consist of 

allies and LGBTQ people.  Since we are 

Under the church, we are held accountable 

And have had background checks.  We also 

have a professional counselor who donates 

his time, attending as many meetings as 

able and is available 24/7 for any crisis that 

may arise. 
 

Because of the confidential nature of this group, for 

specific meeting times/place, please contact us at 
oasis@uccb.org or call 203-775-1259. 

 

Registered with GLSEN as a community GSA, linked 
with the Pride Network CT, and supported by the 

Open and Affirming Congregational Church of 

Brookfield, inclusive of ALL human diversity. 

 

mailto:rabbi@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:president@congadathisrael.org
mailto:vicepresident@congadathisrael.org
mailto:treasurer@congadathisrael.org
mailto:secretary@congadathisrael.org
mailto:chair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:educationchair@congadathisrael.org
mailto:fundraising@congadathisrael.org
mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
mailto:house@congadathisrael.org
mailto:membership@congadathisrael.org
mailto:membership@congadathisrael.org
mailto:brotherhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:newsletter@congadathisrael.org
mailto:publicity@congadathisrael.org
mailto:ritual@congadathisrael.org
mailto:safetycommittee@congadathisrael.org
mailto:sisterhood@congadathisrael.org
mailto:oasis@uccb.org
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KIDôS SHABBAT DINNER /SERVICE 

 

     On December 2
nd

, we had our Grades 

K-2 Shabbat Dinner at 6PM.  It was a well-

attended family service, with a sermon/ 

discussion is geared to those classes.  The 

title was:  "How we can make our best 

dream come true" [the parsha of the week 

is "Vayeitza... and it's about Jacob's dream 

of the ladder and Angels ascending and 

descending upon it] 

     The children were asked what their best 

dream is, and how to make those dreams 

come true.  The objective is to empower 

youth by focusing upon their most altruistic 

destiny and the means they can employ 

towards realizing it. 

     The service started right at 7PM and 

ended at 8PM, hopefully a new traditional 

in timely kidôs services. Please be in the 

sanctuary ready to go so we can start right 

away. Thanks in advance. 

 

SPELLING, WHEN GOOGLED  

 

For the record: 

Hanukkah : 8,470,000 hits. 
Chanukah : 3,390,000 hits. 

Hanukah : 862,000 hits. 

Hannukah : 677,000 hits. 

Chanuka : 335,000 hits. 

Chanukkah : 274,000 hits. 

Hanuka : 192,000 hits. 

Channukah : 128,000 hits. 

Chanukka : 116,000 hits. 

Hanukka : 86,300 hits. 

Hannuka : 51,400 hits. 

Hannukkah : 37,300 hits. 

Channuka : 33,600 hits. 

Xanuka : 992 hits. 

Hannukka : 686 hits. 

Channukkah : 508 hits. 

Channukka : 489 hits. 

Chanuqa : 25 hits. 

With the exception of a few wildcards, 

there are 16 different spellings, based on 

four phonetic variations: 

Á The word starts with ñHò or ñChò 

Á Second consonant is ñnnò or ñnò 

Á Third consonant is ñkkò or ñkò 

Á The word ends with ñahò or ñaò 

I think I must have grown up with 

ñChanukahò, because it looks most right to 

me. At Lilaôs pre-school Hanukkah party, 

there were three different spellings within 

10 feet of one another. In the interest of In 

the interest of ending the ridiculousness of 

the dozens of spellings, Iôm going forward 

with ñHanukkahò which is the preferred 

spelling used by the Library of Congress. 

At least itôs always the same in Hebrew: 

ˢ˓̕ ˕ˮ ˍ˥.  This would be a fun thing to make 

dynamic, even chart over time. If only I 

had timeé Jeremy Blachman did the same 

Hanukkah spelling thing in 2004, 

interesting to see how much bigger the 

Google indexes have grown in 12 months.  

See results for past years:  2010, 2009, 

2008, 2007, 2006. 

 

Source: http://joemaller.com/601/sixteen-

ways-to-spell-hanukkah/ 
 

MEET UP, DECEMBER 10 

 

Please join us for a fun, festive, informal 

get-together 

Meet up with some old friends and make 

some new friends 

  

 Membership Get Together 

Proud Mary's 

Saturday, December 10th  

8:00pm - ? 

  

 Proud Mary's 

 at the Inn at Newtown  

19 Main Street 

Newtown, CT  06482 

   
www.theinnatnewtown.com/proudmary.html  

  

This event is coordinated by the 

Membership Committee.  If you have any 

questions, directions or to let us know you 

coming 

 

Please call Membership co-Chairs Jodi 

Markowsky at  203-426-6022 

or Lynn Wiener at 203-723-5450  

Lynn at Lynncwiener@charter.net  

 

ASK THE RABBI:  
 

Q:I know you have 

a background in 

American Indian 

Culture, can you offer 

some Native American 

perspectives on 

Thanksgiving? 

A:The following article by Dennis Jamison 

I believe will shed some light on that 

question. Enjoy, and Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
     November is designated as National 

American Indian Heritage Month.  This is 

fitting since most Americans celebrate 

Thanksgiving then and the holiday often 

conjures up images of the ñFirst 

Thanksgivingò in 1621.  While holiday 

views have changed as America changed, 

this holiday still stands as a reminder of a 

single event in time when two diverse 

cultures managed to celebrate th value of 

life together.  

     Often in remembering the story, it is 

viewed from the Pilgrimsô perspective 

since they have the only written record of 

the festivities.  However, if one views this 

3-day festival from the American Indian 

perspective, one can widen the eventôs 

scope of meaning.  Careful consideration 

of the internal or spiritual aspects reveal 

the American Indian way of integrating 

their ñreligiousò tendencies or natural 

spiritualism into their day to day lives.     

     Whatever their motivation, despite the 

plagues that wipe out a majority of the 

indigenous population in the Northeast, the 

Wampanoag people demonstrated their 

compassion and made the Pilgrim 

contingent at Plymouth feel welcome.  

They demonstrated their willingness to 

assist the remaining passengers of the 

Mayflower (only half survived the first 

winter).  Wampanoag people, especially 

Tisquantum, substantially assisted the 

Pilgrims by teaching them survival skills 

for the North American wilderness.  

Notably, guidance in planting a suitable 

crop (European wheat didnôt like the rocky 

soil) during the summer of 1621, led to a 

significant autumn harvest.  After a 

successful harvest, when Governor John 

Bradford invited the natives to the feast to 

offer Pilgrim gratitude for the much needed 

help, it was not an unusual request to the 

Wampanoag sachem, Massasoit.  The 

Wampanoag, like many of the Algonquian-

speaking peoples of the Northeast 

Woodland nations, relied on the harvesting 

of crops as well as fishing and hunting for 

their survival.  In addition, the 

Wampanoag, like many American Indian 

nations throughout North America, had 

celebrated harvest festivals for centuries. 

In fact, many American Indian cultures 

throughout the Americas, following the 

ways of their ancestors, dedicated 

numerous annual occasions for expressing 

gratitude to the Creator for the gifts 

provided to them.  According to tradition, 

some native peoples would regularly offer 

thanks to the Creator at the beginning of 

the new year, for Spring planting time, at 

various points during the Summer growing 

season (i.e. early harvest) and in the 

Autumn at the end of the harvest season 

and even in the midst of the Winter 

months.  It is likely that the Wampanoag 

may have been celebrating their fifth 

thanksgiving ceremony of the year at this 

ñFirst Thanksgiving.ò 

Thus, the simple harvest festival provided 

common ground for the two cultures to 

bond. The Europeans were also 

accustomed to harvest festivals in the old 

country.  Yet, this harvest festival was 

Article continued on next page 

http://www.google.com/search?q=hanukkah
http://www.google.com/search?q=chanukah
http://www.google.com/search?q=hanukah
http://www.google.com/search?q=hannukah
http://www.google.com/search?q=chanuka
http://www.google.com/search?q=chanukkah
http://www.google.com/search?q=hanuka
http://www.google.com/search?q=channukah
http://www.google.com/search?q=chanukka
http://www.google.com/search?q=hanukka
http://www.google.com/search?q=hannuka
http://www.google.com/search?q=hannukkah
http://www.google.com/search?q=channuka
http://www.google.com/search?q=xanuka
http://www.google.com/search?q=hannukka
http://www.google.com/search?q=channukkah
http://www.google.com/search?q=channukka
http://www.google.com/search?q=chanuqa
http://www.huc.edu/libraries/exhibits/hanukkah_ex/
http://jeremyblachman.blogspot.com/2004/12/belated-hanukkah-wishes-okay-we-need.html
http://joemaller.com/2534/how-to-spell-hanukkah-2010/
http://joemaller.com/1583/how-to-spell-hanukkah-2009/
http://joemaller.com/2008/12/20/how-to-spell-hannukah-2008/
http://joemaller.com/2007/12/05/how-to-spell-hannukah-2007/
http://joemaller.com/2006/12/22/how-to-spell-hannukah-2006-edition/
http://joemaller.com/601/sixteen-ways-to-spell-hanukkah/
http://joemaller.com/601/sixteen-ways-to-spell-hanukkah/
http://www.theinnatnewtown.com/proudmary.html
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markedly different, as well as special, for 

both Pilgrim and Indian.  For both, this 

event was the first time that they would 

have celebrated a harvest with people from 

an entirely different continent and from a 

vastly different culture.  For both, it was 

outwardly a simple harvest festival, but it 

also served as an opportunity to offer 

gratitude or thanksgiving to God. 

     For the devout Pilgrims, it was an 

opportunity to say thank you to the natives 

who had provided much welcomed 

substantial assistance. 

     Fundamentally, it was the common 

foundation of a primitive cultural 

celebration for a bountiful harvest that 

brought these two incredibly diverse 

peoples together for three full days of 

feasting, dancing, singing, and friendly 

competitive events.  Examining the First 

Thanksgiving from the concept of 

harmony, and not from the history of the 

horrors of conflict between the Europeans 

and Indians that followed, it is possible to 

catch a faint glimpse of the goodness that 

forged friendships between two culturally 

diverse peoples.  

     Focusing on the potential of human 

harmony requires a genuine effort intended 

to get past the pain of loss, past resentment, 

past religious or political dogma, and past 

negative, judgmental attitudes.  Getting 

past all the emotional and intellectual 

baggage may be difficult, but possible.  

When possible, it may reveal that there in 

the soil of New England, it was not just 

kernels of corn that were planted, but 

positively charged particles of  possibility 

that someday diverse peoples could put 

aside their differences and celebrate a 

harvest of harmony rather than hatred, a 

harvest of life rather than destructiveness.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Source: Dennis Jamison,  

 
http://www.examiner.com/native-

indigenous-religions-in-

national/thanksgiving-a-harvest-festival-of-

harmony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.examiner.com/native-indigenous-religions-in-national/thanksgiving-a-harvest-festival-of-harmony
http://www.examiner.com/native-indigenous-religions-in-national/thanksgiving-a-harvest-festival-of-harmony
http://www.examiner.com/native-indigenous-religions-in-national/thanksgiving-a-harvest-festival-of-harmony
http://www.examiner.com/native-indigenous-religions-in-national/thanksgiving-a-harvest-festival-of-harmony
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YAHRZEIT  
 
IN MEMORIAM FOR DEC EMBER, 2011: 
December   2       Martin Morse, father of Neil Morse 
December   5       Nan Doery, mother of Michael Doery 
December   9       Moisey Shifrin, grandmother of Marina Arena 
December 11       Maurice Swergold, uncle of David Elfenbein 
December 13       Florence Nezvesky, wife of Sam Nezvesky 
December 16       Abraham Ballan, grandfather of Marina Arena 
December 16       William Berger, father of Charles Berger 
December 19       Iris Weiner, mother of Madalyn Henry 
December 21       George Rebb, father of Mark Rebb 
December 22       Agathe Glaser, mother of Meyer Glaser 
December 29       Lillian Gruber, mother of Arthur Gruber 
December 30       Richard Bialik, father of Scott Bialik 
 
é and let us not forget 
December   3, Molly Ann Goldberg 
December   6, Abe Kramer 
December 10, Jerome Maxwell Goosman 
December 10, Louis Chernoff 
December 12, Joseph Bernard Gottlieb 
December 12, Minnie Fitzig 
December 14, Max Melzer 
December 17, Sylvia Bernstein 
December 28, Yetta Nezvesky 
December 31, Jacob Moses Block 

 

DONATIONS  
 
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations: 
  
General Fund 
Dane & Smadar Unger in honor of Glenn's Bar Mitzvah 
Susan Morse in memory of her brother, Bob Zank 
Jodi French in memory of her father, Stanley Silber 
Florence & Bob Rubinstein in memory of Bernard Savitch 
Susan Littlefield in memory of her mother, June Greller 
Charles Berger in memory of his father, William Berger 
 
Building Fund 

Rochelle Portnoy 
 

Education Fund 

Chuck & Rosalie Newman in memory of Sam Nezvesky 
 

Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 

Bonnie & Bob Goldstein in memory of Bob's father Sidney Goldstein 
 
THANK S NOVEMBER ONEG/KIDDUSH SPONSORS: 

 

Friday November 18th ï the Membership Committee 
Saturday November 19th ï the 4th & 6th grade families 

 

HOST   AN   ONEG     

OR   KIDDUSH 
 
Hosting a Friday Oneg or Saturday 

Kiddush is performing a Mitzvah for our 

community.  After services is a time when 

we have a chance to slow down and catch 

up on the weekly events with our fellow 

congregants. 

 

Itôs not only a Mitzvah, but a way for you 

to celebrate an event in your family and 

share the good news with our 

congregation. Many people host to 

commemorate birthdays, anniversaries, 

engagements, awards, graduations, 

victories and other happy occasions. You 

may also host in memory of a loved one. 

Of course, you donôt need a reason to host 

and you may also buddy up and host with 

a friend. 

 

If you wish to participate in this Mitzvah 

or for more information, please e-mail the 

office at office@congadathisrael.org. 

 

 

  

Friday Oneg Dates Available 

December 16, 23, 30 

January 6, 13, 27 

February 10, 17 

March 9, 30 

April 13 (Passover) 20, 27 

May 11, 25 

June 15 

 

 

Saturday Kiddushes Available 

January 14 

February 11 

March 10 

April 14 (Passover), 28 

 

mailto:office@congadathisrael.org
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CONGREGATION ADATH ISRAEL 

CONGREGATION ADATH ISRAEL 

 

CARTOON  AND   

PHOTO  PAGE 
Note: These cartoons are ones I found 

that I thought were funny and 

appropriate.  I have attempted to give full 

credit where credit is due.  If you like 

them, please feel free to patronize these 

comic strips.  Theyôre funny! 


